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| OW often do we stop to think of what our buy- 
ing problems would be without advertising ? 


Those who read the advertisements know the how, 

why, and where of products old and new. The ad- 

vertising columns are the.directory of purchasing to- 

day. The regular reading of these columns in THE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will abundantly demon- 
strate this. 


At the Lord’s Table: 
Three Aspects 
By W. Rupert Clark 


UR gaze is backward. ff this holy rite 
Our thoughts recall that sacred, solemn night 
Whes.the shared bread became the mystic sign 
Of Jeau*s: broken body, and the wine 
Symbol of His: shed blood — Redemption's price! 
Se we recall His love's great sacrifice 


Christ doth dwell within 
The heart-that Him and renounces sin. 
In blessed abideth there, 

In holy fellowship of love and prayer; 

His living presence glows within the soul 
As.we submit ourselves to His control 

‘And thus commune with Him. 


Our gaze-is. 


Our gaze is forward. Seon will come the day 
When He shall reign in glory, King for aye: 
Not as in weakness on the tree of shame 

But with His rod of strength, Sits apes of Gamet 
Th that day His saints shall wear victorious - 
His crown of glory and His throne shall share 


© 


tuch about. the Bible 
of a on 
it, but if we 

> a Rie Ml 
4 ne el 

i iterature. group 
Re kage ta tamer 3 Suaele 
course of the evening the 
chose the 


_ constantly return to 


Twenty-third Psalm; and ashe read he added to the 
sors Sal of pen words all the lear enunciation, delicate 
phrasing of his art. His 


skiliful: 
: reese ape po tbey Mielightes, and’ apptended enthusiastically. 


Lo an a in the = ca 
to eighty-five years, _— to speak. e se 
to read the same Psalm, and Sy ag sally Biggar a 
ing with assurance and vibrant with love he spoke the 
Neues bar tind tested over and-over again in a long 
life of faithful service. There was no applause, but 
scarcely an eye was dry when the old man sat down. 
As the elocttionist stepped over to him and grasped 
his hand he said earnestly, “Sir; I know the oe 
but fou know the ere is And we, too, ma 


know t ites ord, if we will 
but ask ' €0) then open our 
hearts to ‘his Soak it is to take 
of the things o Christ and Show them to A ie 2 


Feeding Body and Spirit 

Our bodies are very precious in God’s sight. 
Some Christians make the mistake of ignoring their 
bodies. This is contrary to God’s will. “What? 
know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Chost which is in you, which ye have of God, 
and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with 
a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 


, out of deference 


your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). A 


single word uttered by the Lord Jesus Christ when 
he was tempted by Satan in-the wilderness is most 
significant. Refusing to yield to Satan’s suggestion 
that he turn the stones-into bread to prove t he 
was the Son of God, he said: “It is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone” (Matt. 4:4). If our 
Lord had said; “Man shall not live i bread,” it 
would have been very different. If he had intimated 


— 
~~ 


that man shall live only “by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of .” it would have been 
very different. But that little word “alone” shows 
that physical bread has.a place in God’s plans for 
man’s life. The Lord Jesus was not driven beyond God's 
will, as some mistaken and fanatical Christians are, 
into ignoring the body and its needs. 


sgt? 
When Desperate 


There is often a great blessing in coming to our 
wits’ end. When we have exhausted every possible 
human resource, and both the present and the future 
seem hopeless, God has his o portunity. A king of 
Israel once had to learn this lesson, Naaman, com- 
tmander-in-chief of the armies of Assyria, was a leper, 
“and the king of Syria sént costly presents to the king 
of Israel with-a letter asking him to have Naaman 
healed of his leprosy. The little Israelitish maid of 
Naaman’s wife had told her mistress that there was 
a prophet in Samaria who could heal ‘Naaman. But 
the king of Israel, upon reading the letter, “rent his 
clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make 
alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a 
man of his leprosy?” God’s spokesman Elisha heard 
of the king’s despetate condition, and he sent him a 
cheering message. “Wherefore hast thou rent thy 
clothes? let him come now to me, and he shalf know 
that there is a prophet in Israel. > “In just such cir- 
cumstances today, when we are desperate and hope- 
less, God Says to us: “Why are you desperate? 
Come tome.” Israel's king took Elisha’s wise coun- 
sel and turned to the prophet. A, was worked, 
and Naaman was healed of his’ leprosy. Our God is 

“just the same today.” Are we in ration? It 
is God's call to come to him and let him meet our 
need. He will do it if we come. 


Never Man Taught Like This Man 


is to get the right educators. The primary need 
in Christian teaching ‘is to have a true Chris- 
tian teacher. The most direct “way of discovering 
just What the characteristics and methods of a true 
teacher should be is: to consider the Lord Jesus as 
a teacher. If all the true teaching principles that 
practical psychologists of our day have discovered be 
studied, it will be found in every case’ that they have 
been giving an exposition of the principles used by 
the Lord Jesus nineteen hundred years ago. It is 
true that modern educators are missing the way in 
the great essentials. This is discussed in —— 
article in this issue. But many of the teaching 
‘ciples ace admirable, and are a return to the me 
of the Master Teacher. “Ev teacher in any sub- 
dest anc sit a Ra ne yeh bg him the ore 
ot teacht ut shighest of 1 teachers 
‘teachers of the things conereang feral life, should 
‘consider the Dac vahty called 
“the Teacher,” and follow tim in this as in all else. 
Let us consider a few of the characteristics of his 
teaching. 
. Consider his view of children and its outworking 
in education. Modern jon counts. one of its 
great achievements the discovery of child life and its 
importance in the field of education. The old view 
was that children were merely the preparatory stages 
of adult life This has been an adult world. Modern 
educators are insisting that a child of any age is 
livin anes 3 a réal life at that age and that his education 
id be planned accordingly. It was the Master 
Teacher who reversed the world’s view of the chil- 
dren. He rebukes the rebukers of those who brought 
their little ones to him. He set the child inthe midst 
and that child-ever since bas been teaching the world 
a new lesson. We have been slow. in the 
lesson and. applying it. Not only have children a 
place of thet own ia life but there is Gant i: the 
child, our Lord taught, that must be a permanent 


O' ALL the problems of education the greatest 


characteristic - all throeigs life: we are to become as 
little chijdren. He himself when twelve years old 
was in his Father’s house. He did not rebuke his 
parents for returning to Jerusalem for him, but for 
searching all over Jerusalem for him before they 
came to the Father’s house. We should learn from 
this that we may expect boys and girls to be inter- 
ested in eternal things and open to spiritual truth; 
they are sinners, as he was not, but the heart of the 
child sinner is open to believe in the Saviour. 

The world in the day of our Lord was not only 
a world for adults, but a world for men. Wherever 
real-education enters, there comes with it the eman- 
cipation of woman. But it was our Lord’s teaching: 
ll attitude that reversed the world’s view of wo- 


Reaaidie the simplicity of our Lord’s teachings, and 
all the qualities that ‘made the teaching so human, 


.and made it grip the heart of the common man. 


tecent new edition of a famous encyclopedia -has heen 
advertized as a “humanized” work. The articles have 
been written by experts, but in language that the. 

y reader can understand and in ways that will 
interest him. Anyone who has’ tried to wade through 
the hundreds of dry and cumbersome articles of the 
ee ae Ge . 
pr wg aes Not this encyclopedia alone, but many 

other books in every department of learning have been 
written not so the man who. knows nothing of the 
subject will understand the message but written as 
though each reader were already well instructed in 
the subject. Many of the philosophers purposing te 
explain life have written in language. so obscure that 
ordinary readers must have it interpreted for them 


dn other“ words.. The profound fanguage is supposed. 


to be caused by the profound thonght. But it is an 
indication of: obscurity. of thought. Our Lord was 
crystal clear in his teaching. And modern writers are- 
seeking after this same: directness and plainness. 
Preachers also and public speakers are beginning to. 
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use the simple conversational method of our Lord in 
place of the flights of oratory and the unnatural in- 


tonations that were once supposed to accompany great 


speaking. It has been said that Charies rimney was 
the first great preacher in America to break away 
from the oratory and flowery rhetoric flourishing in 


‘his day and to speak plainly and directly to the hearts 


of his hearers. It was one of the accusations his 
critics brought against him. 

Our Lord was a masier of illustration; he spoke 
constantly in pictures and parables. and _ figures’ of 
speech; he was a master of proverb and epigram, 
packing into one sentence a pregnant truth that speaks 
volumes. Consider the parables of our Lord, so vivid, 
so true to liie, so brief and yet fixing their pictures 
forever in the humah mind: the prodigal son, the 
good Samaritan, the falents, the lost sheep, and a score 
of other parables have added new words to the voeab- 


. ulary and new conceptions to the thinking of multi- 


tudes of unregenerate men, 
disciples. The Sermon on the Mount has mcre than 
thirty figures of speech, and is filled with striking 
and pungent proverbs that fasten themselves upon the 
memory. The light of the world, the salt of the earth, 
a jot and tittle, “let not thy left hand know what thy 

right hand doeth, ” “judge not, that ye be not judged, * 
“by their fruits ye shall know them”: these and scores 
of others show how our. Lord ‘used the familiar things 
of earth for teachings that stick. He also used the 
arresting appeal of exaggerated figures, such as strain- 
ing at the gnat and swallowing the camel, casting 
out the mote and seeing not the plank or beam. 

Consider our .Lord’s personal interest in the indi- 
vidual. One of the most striking developments of 
Christian service in the past generation has been the 
emphasis on “personal. work.” This is a return to 
our Lord’s method. . In the. secular educational world 
as well there is stress upon the need of the personal 
touch between the teacher and each individual student. 
Our great universities facing the failures of mass 
teaching are seeking to plan smaller educational units. 
The Master Teacher was glad to meet Nicodemus, 
the ruler, at night and talk with him of the mysteries 
of life and salvation; his heart overflowed with joy 
at the opportunity to talk with the poor Samaritan 
woman at the well; so absorbed did he become in 
this personal interview that his hunger passed from 
him. So through all his ministry the richness of his 
wisdom and knowledge was there_instantly ready to 
be poured out for each individual soul. 

Consider also his plan to draw together a small 
group ‘to train them to go out as teachers. He lived 
with them and taught by example and precept. In our 
day wise pastors are realizing that one of their 
greatest privileges as well as duties is to train others 
to be teachers and leaders. 

Consider our Lord’s humility as a teacher. The 
attitude of men and women and children, the attitude 
of friends and foes to Christ Jess was a most re- 
markable: one: «they were not afraid of him. They 
felt free to: ask him Faas gy to reason and argue, 
and to contradict. our Lord evidently encour- 
aged such boldness. Whst was the reason for this 
boldness when they» also recognized that he taught 
with authority and not as the scribes, and that no 
man ever spoke as he spoke? Though -he was the 
high and holy one, he condescended to meet men just 
where they were. He did not overawe them with 
the greatness of his superiority. He appealed to their 
own knowledge and their reason. Some one has put 
this truth in a rather extreme way: “Jesus never 
asked anyone to accept anything on .uthority.” It 
is also true that he asked them to accept everything 
on authority. But it was not the authority of out- 
ward compulsion, but an authority that appealed to 
their reason, reaching them in the place where they 
were. Even when the Pharisees and Sadducees came 
with captious questions he answered tlieir questions 
first before he pressed home further truth. So he 
answered the questions about marriage in Heaven; and 
about rendering to Czsar the things that are Czsar’s. 
When Peter, asked the Lord, “What shall we have?” 
he told him first just what his disciples would receive, 
and then went on to teach the danger of serving with 
the spirit, “What am I to get out of it?” He was so 
patient with all their weaknesses and foolishness, his 
anger flashing out only against such sins as hypocrisy 
and hardness of heart. More and more modern edu- 


not to speak of his own 


cational leaders are recognizing that true greatness , 
as a teacher must be in-humility, not with a show of 


mighty superiority over the students, 
with them as the Master Teacher did. 

Consider the content of our Lord’s teaching. He 
taught concerning life. At the center of all true edu- 
cation is training in life. There is a sense in which 
men may. study technical subjects apart from their 
effect on life. But there is a vital connection between 
all studies and life. Every true teacher should have 
for his supreme subject that which the Master Teacher 
had. He was .concerned with all that would go to 
the heart of the meaning of living. This means that 
God and the relation of man to God is the center of 
all true education. Our Lord never moved from this 
center. It has often been noted that some of his great- 
est teachings were “occasional” teachings, that is, not 


but a living 
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set discourses but teachings that sprang out cf the 
occasion, as when the man in the crowd asked that he 
bid his brother divide the inheritance with him, or 
when they came and told him his mother and brethren 
were seeking him, 

Consider the objective of out Lord’s ‘teaching. He 
was on earth to win souls. All true education should 
have as its definite aim the transformation of life. 
Again modern psychology is dimly reaching after this 
truth, though they know not the secret of the life. 
They are realizing that simply to know facts is not 
true education. ‘Project methods and many other plans 
are tried, all with the view of getting the pupils to 
make practical appliCation. of the teaching. 
said, “If- ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them,” not, “If ye know these things, happy are ye.” 
His teaching was practical, and no teaching is prac- 
tical except that which issues in life. And there is 
no life except that which comes: from Christ. .This 
is life eternal to know the.only: true God, and ‘to know 
him in Jesus Christ, whom he has sent. If the. con- 
tent .of our teaching is: life, and all that relates to 
life, then the aim. must be. salvation, 

Consider. the standards that. our Lord held before 
men, and: his confidence that .these : impossible. ideals 
would be made vital in them. This truth is perverted 
by those who speak too freely of “Christ’s faith in 
men.” He knew what was in man and ‘so did not 
trust himself to man, but on the other hand he had 
confidence in his Father concerning men. And so he 
boldly said his disciples were the light of the world, 
the salt of the earth. He held betore them the tre- 
mendous standards of his own life in the very moment 
when they were showing: their weaknesses. So we 
must have confidence in the. Lord: concerning: those 
we are teaching. 

Consider our Lord as an embodiment of what he 


taught. We may say that we can never:be an example 
as he was. And yet this is the very thing he holds 
before us. As. the Father sent him to teach so he 





The New Movement for 
Sound Teacher Training 


OR the past decade and Jonger there has 

been an insistent and increasing de 
from the vast body of Sunday-school workers 
who believe in the integrity of the Bible and 
recognize the unique, inspired authority of the 
Word .of. God, for courses’ of study in teacher- 
training that ‘should do four things: offer the 
Sunday-school teacher the finest type of edu- 
cational equipment for his vital work; keep 
this instruction free from all Liberal and Mod- 
ernistic influence, providing it. from the stand- 
point of those who hold unreservedly*to the 
evangelical Christian faith; offer an approved 
bibliography for collateral study and reierence, 
of books committed to the authority of the 
Scriptures and the evangelical faith; and, as 
an encouragement to teachers to equip them-. 
selves through the faithful study of these 
courses, provide official recognition by diploma 
or. certificate for teachers. who complete their 
study in these. courses. 5 








Until now it has been impossible for Sun- 
day-school teachers to have such courses, and 
to earn deserved recognition through their 
faithful study, from. any interdenominational 
and national or international organization. It 
is welcome news that steps have now been taken 
to meet this vital need. 


The Evangelical Teacher Training Associa- 
tion has been formed, representing Bible insti- 
tutes, theological seminaries, and Christian col- 
leges ; and courses of teacher-training of the 
highest standards, with sound, conservative text- 
books, will now be available. 


Dr. Clarence H. Benson, whose. work is 
well known in the ‘field of Christian education, 
and who is Director of the Christian Education 
Course at Moody Bible Institute, will tell in 
next week’s issue of THe Sunpay ScHoon 
Times why the new Association is needed, and 
how it has come into being. Dr. Benson is 
Secretary of the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing- Association. 


Further articles by Dr. Benson -on the effi- 
cient organization of the Sunday-school will 
appear in the Trwes during the coming autumn, 
and will show the practical possibilities of 
bringing the Sunday-school to its highest point 
of efficiency by combining the best results of 
modern pedagogy and educational findings with 
unwavering allegiance to the sana Chris- 
tian faith. ' 
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sends us. In any case, educators are recognizing 
that teachers in any line must be men of character, 
and that Students get more of good or ill from what 
the teacher is than from what he teaches. We are to 
be the message that we teach. 

Censider finally ‘the dominating motive that gov- 
erned all of our Lord’s teachings and that worked 
out in all these characteristics that we have been con- 
sidering. _He loved: Oh, how he loved! You cannot 
teach a man unless you love him. You must impart 
your own soul ‘if you would truly teach. Lovers of 
self cannot be great teachers just as proud men can- 
not be. great teachers. The-.motive of all our Lord 
did was love, tender love for the individual sheep 
that had. gone astray, divine compassion. for the mul- 
titudes that were as sheep without a shepherd. Even 
from the mere standards of human history, the Lord 
Jesus was the most successful teacher that ever taught. 


No other had such ‘créwds hanging on his. words... No». 


ether was heard so gladly by the common people. No 
other gave teachings that could not be questioned or 
contradicted. None-ever taught. as he taught. 

Our Lord is not now here in person.. He is seeking 
Christian teachers. He is the only true teacher. And 
so he plans that he should teach through us. To 
study our Lord’s teaching methods is a vital prepara- 
tion for Christian teaching: But it is of no avail to 
try to imitate him tnless we are united with him. 
This is God’s. glorious plan, that’ we. who are united 
to him, the’ children of his love, can’ now love others 
as he. loved, and teach as he- taught, and expect the 
miracle results that he had: yes, greater miracles, for 
he, the glorified Lord, has greater power now ‘than 
he had on éarth, and ‘this is the power that works in 
and through us. 

















Christians: and Fortune Tellers. | 
Through the columns of your paper I would like: 


you to answer the following 

the fortune teller. : 

“Is it wrong for the Christian to go to the “for- 
tune teller’’ in fun or just for curiosity? 

Do you think the “fortune teller” has any knowl 
edge of the future? 

What does the Bible say along this line? 

Many sensible people actually believe that the “for- . 
tune teller” has a power ora knowledge peculiar te . 
his profession, and while they won’t come right out 
and say they believe in it, they are puzzled to know 


that these persons do predict things that actually 
come to pass gome_time. 


Any serious attempt at “fortune telling” has no right 
place in-the Christian’s life. There is, of course, so- 
called fortune telling of. an- innocent or harmless sort, 
which may be a part of the games in a home party.or 
in an entertainmerit for young people or older, 
which deceives no one because it is not intended to do 
so.:- But if serious: fortune telling is under: considera- 
tion, that is surely something for, the Christian ‘to 
let alone. Either it is plain quackery and. charlatan- 
ism, preying upon the credulity and money of gullible 
people, or it may be even more dangerous, .getting 
into the realm of spiritism, or. communication with 
evil spirits. In that case, fortune tellers may be given 
some knowledge of the future by their contact with 
the evil spirit world.  Predictiens. thus..made may 
actually come. to pass, and.'thus the power, of such 
demon-guided . fortune. tellers upon others is gained 
or increased, There is deadly danger here, against 
which the Word of God plainly warns us. here is 
a world of evil, spirits about us, and. these subjects 
and messengers of Satan, the prince of the power 
of the air and.the. god of this .world, are eager to 
bring human beings under the power of Satan and 
turn them, against God and Christ. . Actual demon 
possession of human beings can result, with insanity 
and death both physical and spiritual. 

Saul, king of Israel, tried fortune telling: ‘as he 
went to consult. “a woman that hath a. familiar spirit 
... at En-dor” (i Sam. 28:7). This was forbidden, 
and Saul knew it, for earlier in his reign “Saul had 
put away those ‘that had familiar spirits, and the 
wizards, out of the land” (1 Sam. 28:3). In this 
instance God permitted Samuel to come up from the 
dead and speak to Saul, telling him plainly that the 
Lord was departed from him, that he had lost his 
kingdom, and that he should die the following day 
in battle. 

A. passage in Isaiah forbids God’s people to con- 
sult. fortune tellers or mediums of any sort. “And 
when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that 
have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and 
that mutter: should not a Some seek unto their God? 
for the living to the dead? To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there i is no light in them” (Isa. 8:19, 20). 
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What present-day religion and education do 
with Christ and the Bible 
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God’s Place and Satan’s in Education 
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belongs the supreme place in the universe. In 

all things he is to have the pre-eminence. In 
the true sensé of the word education is the most im- 
portant thing with which we have to do in this day. 
In proportion as Christ is given his rightful place in 
education in that proportion will the affairs of this 
world go forward in the will of God, and in that pro- 
portion will blessing and prosperity come. — 

It is evident, even apart from the revelation of the 
Bible, that God does not fiave his. supreme place in 
this world. God has put all things into the control 
of his Son’ (Heb. 2:7, 8). “But now we see not yet 
all things subjected to him” (vy. 8). Who does have 
control in’ this world? God indeed is supreme and 
none can move a step apart from his permission, But 
he has, in his divine wisdom and love, permitted a 

rper to take the place that belongs to his beloved 
Sth. The living God is not the god of this age. 
Three times our Lord himself called Satan the prince 
ofthis’ world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). The 
Holy Spirit through Paul speaks of Satan as the god 
of- this age, and John plainly states, by the Spirit, 


T° JESUS CHRIST, who is God our Saviour, 


'-that the whole world lieth in the evil one (1 John 


: FQ). ‘ 
: Now since Satan is the. god.of this. age we. aay 
expect him to be very active in the field of education. 
God -declares Gaeaid at We abiliets is tp Papen 
the shigd «pre thoughts . ie unbelieving,. “that the 
light re the gospel’ of the glory of Christ, who is: 
thé image of God, should: not “dawn upon them” (2 
Cor. 4:4). The great enemy of God, therefore, has 
as his special field the blinding of the mtinds of mien,, 
and he carries on his work in the field of what we 
call-secular and religious education. Education ‘should 
be based on truth, to bring light to men. Satan seeks 
to turn that light into darkness. 
The Great Conflict peers ; 

This place of Satan as the prince of this world 
does not mean that Christ has no place of control. 
A great conflict’ is going on. There ‘is good and evil 
in alf'the activities of this present age, and particu- 
larty so in the field of education. Christians are not. 
to yield to Satan in secular or religious education’ but 
to oppose him in every Scriptural’way. And in order 
to be intelligent in the great conflict it is needful to 
know clearly just what Satan’s work in: education is, 
and what God ‘desires us to do. “Greater is he that 
is in you than he that is im the world,” is the glori- 
ous promise given the children of God in-this .con- 
flict (1 John 4:4). And this promise is given in. 
diréct connection with the word concerning the false 


is ; 
Let us consider, then; some of the tremendous issues 
that are ‘joined a in the field of: secular educa- 
tion and in “the ‘field of ‘religi6us” education. | ~ = 

There are many who believe that Christians should 
have nothing: to do with- seeking: to: controt-or affect 
secular education. Let .us note ‘in- this: connection that 
Satan makes no sich mistake: -He is a feligious 
teacher in every field he _totiches: that is, ‘he -teaches 
conceres God and life and spiritual things. A‘ mis- 


oriaty from Africa recently was. telling: of ‘the: gréat - 


powers of darkness in that -héathen-land,. and: the ‘real- 
ity of the evil spirits. and demons -with which.‘they 
have to contend.- Then he* remarked:. “Satan: isnot 
a. Modernist. He’s not so silly.” Satan is orthodox, 
that is, he knows-that Christ is the Son:of God: and 
he knows the reality of all-the truth of the Bible. 
His’ work in secular as in religious. education is~ to 
blind men to these truths. — If istians are to have 
‘nothing to do with secular education, if Christ and 
the Bible are to-be banished from our ~ schools, will 
not the result be to- leave Satan unhindered? 

But’ in what practical way can Christians iffluence 
our secular «schools? Some reason~ that since - the 
church and state are separate in America (and this 
is Scriptural ground), and since education belongs to 
the state and religion belongs. to the church, there 
should be no mixing of “religion” and “education.” 
This widespread impression that Christ and the Bible 
should have no place in our public school system is 
surely one of the devices of the enemy to control 
our schools. Frequently Christian leaders vie with 
atheists to keep the Bible ont of state controlled insti- 
tutions on the plea that the state is neutral with re- 
gard to religion and the schools should also be nue- 
tral 


There are several faHacies in this reasoning. God 
cannot be banished to a corner called “religion,” -and 
have nothing to do with other fields of knowlédge. 
The separation of church and state must not be inter- 


prophets the spirit of antichrist that denies that ‘Jesus’ 


Nearly all the institutions of higher education 
in America were founded upon Christian princi- 
ples and established with Christian money. Today, 
with few exceptions, their influence is di y 
opposed to the teachings of God’s Word. For 
years, even in our high schools and grammar 
schools, God’s Word has been discounted and 
denied by teachers who have deliberately stepped 
out of their particular subjects openly or covert- 
ly to express their contempt for Christian truths. 
Now we have the American Association for the 
Advancement of Atheism — . oe 
of pamphlets, organizing atheist societies in our 
ccheuls andl dditiigee, oli saeliling Ye eniliet tacciny 
and public in a move to prevent the Word from 
even being read in public schools. . 

Are Christians to sit idly by and let these agen- 
cies of Satan capture and hold our educational 
institutions for him? The President of Columbia 
Bible College of Columbia, South Carolina, does 
not think we should. He tells what has already 
been done in two cities to establish a definite, 


sound teaching of the Bible in secular schools, 

and suggests how other Christians also may help 

tocombat the advances of the enemy. 
=a: 








preted to mean the separation of God from the state. 
The .Christian is a citizen of the: state’ as well as a 
member of the church. His relationship to the church 
has nothingto do (from the: legal and civic point 
of view) with his relationship to the state and his 
responsibility as a citizen. If the majority of the 
citizens in-any community are Christian, it is the duty 
of these Christians so far as. is possible in the pres- 
ent order to pass laws.that are most in conformity to 
the will of Christ. And this applies to our schools 
as to all else. Some urge that since the constitution 
forbids the establishment or support of any religion 
that Christ and the Bible must be kept out of the 


schools. But this interpretation practically applied 


would mean absolute atheism and this is not the 
intent of the law. It will be seen that there is a 
real. problem here and there can be no final solution 
for it in this present age, when the conflict between 
God and Satan is going on and when the gover- 
ments of the ‘world have not submitted themselves to 
the control. of Christ. But the fact that there is 
no final or full solution does not mean that we should 
not dé everything possible to capture secular education 
for Christi  =* ~ ’ ae 
Another fallacy in the reasoning of those who would 
separate God: from edtcation is the thought that we 
must-be- néutral in “our public. schools. on religious 
_ Questions, and so the Bible must be kept out. It. is 
not possible to be neutral with regard to God.. If 
Christ: arid the Bible are rejécted,.then we shall have 
education that is anti-Christian; . This is what we do 
have in hundreds of college classrooms in state con- 
‘trolled schools. ‘The Bible is ridiculed and discounted 
before. thousands’ of students; and yet this is not 
counted “a violation of the. principle of keeping re- 
ligious questions out of secular. education. On..the 
other hand,..it is possible inf. startling. ways to teach 
the Bible as the Word of God in our public schools 


‘in full conformity to the law. 
The Bible As An Elective 


-” Here is a gtimpse. ‘of. what: has. been. done in one 


city -of :a hundred thousand. Several years ago two 
- groups of Christians began -to pray. about getting the 
Bible. into ‘the. public schools. When they: came to- 
gether they found:-that the plans. drawn up by each 


group independently: were ‘practically the same. They . 


appeared before the ministers, then before the city com- 
:.missioners, asking permission;to.-teach the Bible as 
an‘ -elective: subject in the public schools, to receive 
credit along. with other subjects, the salaries of the 
teachers to be paid apart from the public school. funds, 
One of the commissioners_ moved that. the request be 
granted. He-was a Catholic. Another seconded the 
motion. He was a Jew. The superintendent of edu- 
cation was doubtful about the legality of the proposal. 
The case was submitted to the city attorney, who 
ruled that it was quite permissible provided any other 
group that wanted to have classes to teach the Bible 
or their faith might have them. The rule in the 
schools was that an elective class must have at least 
twenty pupils before a schoolroom could be assigned. 
There were some who thought that the Bible classes 
would dwindle down and die out. ' 
Mark what happened. In the first year two thou- 
sand pupils elected Bible, and this. past year there 


were ten thousand pupils who elected Bible. One hun- 
dred percent of the lower grades take Bible, out of 
fifteen electives. Eighty percent in the junior high 
take Bible for three years, More than fifty percent 
in senior high elect Bible, For three years Bible has 
been voted by the students the, most popular of the 
electives. It is the only subject elected by students 
in-senior high for two years although no credit is 
given for the second year, Many took it originally 
thinking to have an easy elective. But the work is 
not easy, and now gtudents say they take it because 
they love this most fascinating book in the world. 
Most of the pupils who had gone to. Sunday-school 
all their lives knew little or nothing about the Bible. 
In certain classes nearly all of them thought the Saul 
of the Old Testament and the Saul of the New were 
the same, and this was typical of their general knowl- 
edge. One student of sixteen said: “I’ve been going 
to Sunday-school for fifteen years and I have learned 
more about the Bible in one year in public school than 
in those fifteen years, A number of the pupils had 
never been to Sunday-school. One boy from a cul- 
tured home came without his home work finished, say- 
ing he did not know what to do. He had never to 
his knowledge seen a Bible; the teacher presented 
him with his first Bible. 


What Were the Results? 


Last year in the classes of one of the eight teachers 
forty of the members of the class accepted Christ 
as. their Saviour, including two Jews. Fifteen pupils 
from one church found Christ through the Bible study 
in school after they had gone through a two weeks 
évangelistic campaign in their church without yielding 
to Christ.” In the senior high for two or three yéars 
every pupil in the Bible classes who was nota Chris- 
tian accepted Christ. In the past year all but three 
accepted Christ.” Pastors co-operate with the teachers 
in reaching this or that pupil. In one case the teacher 
at the request. of the parents was explaining to one 
of the boys what it meant to be a Christian and take 
Christ. He hardened his heart and did not accept. 
Another boy of sixteen, from a home in which none 
of the seven children or the parents éver went to 
church or Sunday-school, was listening in, and rose 
and said: “Now. that I understand what it means 
to accept Christ, I do not see how anyone could re- 
fuse, and I want to take Christ as my Saviour.” He 
did, and was counseled by the teacher to join a church, 
the one his parents attended: When she found they 
attended ‘none she advised him to go to the nearest: 
church. "So at the first opportunity he flagged down 
the pastor of the church as he passed in his automo- 
bile, telling him he wanted to join the church. The 
pastor said he must first be instructed as t6 what 
that meant, and to his astonishment, when: he ex- 
amined the boy, he found he knew all about it. He 
was baptized, and today every one in that family is 
attending church and Sunday-school because of the 
transformed life of ‘that boy. 

School teachers who were at first opposed to this 
plan and‘ doubtful of its feasibility are now in favor 
of it, for the problem of discipline has changed” in 
thése schools. In eight or nine years not one com- 
plaint lias been registered by ‘parents or teachers about 
the -plan. -Divine wisdom ‘is given in handfing the 


- situation. If a student asks a question on some denomi- 


national point, he is referred to his pastor. Hundreds 
of the boys and girls have learned to lead in prayer, 
real prayer that brings answers. - Requests are sent 
that the Bible classes in the school pray for this or 
that; An unbelieving teacher stricken with serious 
illness sent a request that the classes ptay for him, 
and his life was spared.’ Among many other results, 
twerity from the high school in the past year ‘gave 
themselves fot full time Christian’ service as the re- 
sult of the Bible work. In one school a special class 
of twenty or more Jewish childrén was organized to 
study the Old Testament with the full corisent of the 


parents. A number of the Jewish parents’ are algo ~~ 


quite willing to allow their children to continue in 
the New Testament classes. It is always made plain 
to them what they are to study, and ‘care is taken 
never to solicit. these students to make a decision for 
Christ. The Jewish rabbi, taking advantage of the 
offer, in the beginning organized a class, as did the 
Universalists, but both classes petered out. All the 
classes are now taught by devoted and spiritual 
teachers who handle the Book in the only way it 
shouldbe handled, as the very Word of God. This 
is the greatest of all the factors in such’ a work, — the 
sélection of the right teachers: Spirit-filled, real Bible 
Students, tactful and balanced; good teachers. _—— - 

In the July conference held’ near Asheville by 
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Columbia Bible College three of the ‘Bible teachers 
were telling some of the marvels of God’s grace in 
this city. When they had finished, a teacher of Bible 
in the high school of another city stated that the 
Christians in her city when they heard of this work 
began to pray for a similar work, and for five years 
Bible has been given as an elective in their high school 
of twelve hundred, given for orie year, five hours a 
week. About fifty. pertent of the total student body 
elect the stibject.. All the experiences of the other 
city, she saidj had also been theirs. “Young people 
are open to spiritual things, and hungry for the Bible 
when it is presented to them in the right way,” she 
said. Students come to the teachers personally again 
and again with soipe such word as this: “Oh, I 
know I am lost. Tell me how to get saved.” 

year they had a life service band of twenty that met 
outside the school twice a month. 

This indicates what can be done, for it has been 
done. A word of caution is needed, however. This 
plan cannot be followed in all places, for the officials 
would not permit it, or other opposition would arise. 
All must be. handled most tactfully. The central 

int is to get the guidance of the Holy Spirit and to 

ave very wise and balanced leadership. Again it 
must be recognized that the Bible in public schcols 
has not always succeeded in such a startling way 
frequently because it has not been taught in a way 
that honored God, as his blessed Word. In spite of 
all the difficulties, however, this much should be clear. 
We must not hand this field of secular education over 
to the Modernists. Let us get the Bible into the 
schools, that is, real Bible study, and in addition to 
that, let the Christian teachers of other subjects use 


the same liberty in pressing home the truth of Christ - 


and the Bible as the unbelieving teachers do in dis- 
‘ counting the Bible. Satan realizes that he cannot 
keep religion out of the. public schools, and so he 
is exceedingly active to get his view of religion into 
the schools. He has already captured many of the 
state institutions with his own religious education 
courses, and at this point the field of religious educa- 
tion and secular education are coming together. 
Parallel with this mighty movement of the Spirit 
of God to reach the children in schools, there is the 
movement of Satan to capture “religious education.” 
The state institutions have already been mentioned. 
At the Student Conference at Keswick in June a for- 
eign student going back to his own land for Christian 
work said that he had learned more about the Bible 
in three days at Keswick than he had in three dif- 
ferent institutions -where he took-the religious educa- 
tion courses in the past three years. He knew prae- 
tically nothing about the Old Testamenj, he said. 
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This same plan of eliminating the Bible from religious 
education courses is now being put threugh in the 
great denominations. Textbooks are used by the most 
orthodox denominations that deny in subtle ways the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith which these de- 
nominations are set to defend. These books are used 
by orthodox leaders on the plea that they are 
books of method, showing how to reach the child, and 
that they do not touch on doctrinal points. But the 
doctrines are there, teachings that deny the Bible view 
of sin and regeneration and judgment and all the great 
foundations. “The child is.one who does not need 
supernatural regeneration.” They set aside “doctrine” 
and present the Christian “religion” as “a way of 
life.” The writer was speaking to a prominent secu- 
lar educator of the North whe had captured a great 
gathering of teachers in the South with his charming 
personality. He spoke most reverently of Christ the 
Masier Teacher. During a personal talk with him, 
he described himself as “a liberal i religion’; he 
did not believe there was any such thing as infallible 
knowledge on any subject. . 

“But if there is a revelation from God in the Bible, 
that would be infallible, would it not, Doctor?” 

“Undoubtedly.” 

“But is that not what Christianity claims?” ; 

“I regard Christianity as a way of life, not a set 
of truths.” 

“Doctor, how many do you think are following 
that way of life?” 

“Well, I believe that men in lands where they never 
heard of Christ are following that way of life.” 

“Do you helieve, Doctor, that every man in the 
world is following that way of life?” 

He answered, “Yes, in a measure every man is 
reaching after God and following that way of life.” 

In other words, no man is lost, and all the Bible 
point of view is a gross misrepresentation of truth. 
This is but a glimpse into the point of view that con- 
trols much religious education. It is Satan’s pro- 
gram, and should be opposed at every point. But 
let it be remembered that the one effective \way to 
fight darkness is to let in the light. Let us build 
Christian education programs on the Word of God. 
Let men who know God and his Word and how to 
deal with human beings write textbooks true to the 
Word. And if the religious education programs. that 
dishonor God cannot be changed, then let Christians 
separate completely from them, that they may be 
known for what they are. . , 

In these days God is ready to do marvelous thing: 


for those. who dare to believe him for. miracles in 


the field of Christian education, 
Cotumara, S. C. 
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How I Had Sunday School at Home 


When I had to ive active church work 


school I was back at my suburban home, since 

I had. been told by my doctor that I-must give 
up all church and Sunday-school work for six months. 
Sunday mornings I watched. from my front porch 
the young rapscallions® of the neighborhood racing 
roughshod over the Sabbath, unconscious of a. Sunday- 
school hout. There was.plenty of time for thought, 
and I. was homesick for..the work in the city church 
—my own -Primary Department and the little com- 
munity school, 


A‘ sixteen years of work in a city Sunday- 


Suddenly I. knew what I ‘must do. J should have a. 


class in my own home composed of the children. who 
would not attend the church-Sunday-school; it would 
be- a community class, undenominational, and I should 
teach directly from the -Bible, and work out my own 
lesson system.. I laid my plan before Primary and 
Junior workers in the city churches and their sur- 
plus material (lesson papers, beautiful colored. pic- 
tures, and handwork sheets) came in to me. . I talked 
with the neighborhood -mothers, explaining that I did 
not want to interfere with the Sunday-schools, but 
only wanted those children who were not connected 
with any other school. They seemed delighted. 

I was to stick a-small American flag on my gate- 
post at nine o'clock Sunday morning, to remind the 
children of the hour—o.30. Bright and early Sun- 
day at eight o’clock the first. one appeared, ragged, 
dirty, ignorant, but next week he brought in his two 
little sisters. . Two more came. They learned that 
God is our heavenly Father and that he hears our 
prayers, True, we. sang “Jesus Loves Me,” each 
in a different key, but -we tried to show reverence 
for God in all that we did. ‘We began with the Cre- 
ation, and while it was not possible, on account of 
the weather, to reconstruct a Garden of Eden out 
of doors, we “made believe” in the house. 

In the year since then, we have finished the Old 
Testament and are now studying about the work of 


, upon the shoulders of the pupils. 


By Bess Howard . 








the apostles. The class has increased and decreased, 
then steadied down to an average attendance of twenty- 
f rr. The pictures distributed have been pinned. to 
the walls of their homes—a bright spot of color 
and beauty. 

All responsibility for. this class has been placed 
They round up the 
absentees, bring in new pupils, report children in 
poverty, and help to clothe them. Our slogan is, 
“Every boy and girl in town in some Sumiay-school.” 
Some children have been placed in the church Sun- 
day-schools. My pupils have memorized. the Great 
Commission, the Little Gospel, the One Hundredth 
Psalm, the Twenty-third: Psalm, the Christmas story, 
and are now memorizing the Easter story. We know 
about the first man and woman, and ho ‘ i 


Ww ace 
tk m.. Also, we know “why” we fold our hall ieee 


our eyes, and bow our heads when we pray. Best 
of all, we rehearse our memory verses every week 
and ~e: ember them. Sometimes we have “rapid fire” 
for five minutes when the children repeat every verse 
they remember, and it is surprising how many verses 
we have. 

Ore day some teen age girls came to me asking 
that they be allowed to attend thc class, as their 
Sunday-school teacher. had been so irregular in at- 
tendance that the class was dead. I agreed to this, 
provided they would train with me for teachers of 
little children, and later go back to their own school 
and ask for classes. So each Sunday we met at the 
close of the “our. I gave them instruction on some 
Bible story or the fundamental beliefs. I selected a 
lesson for one of them to teach the following week, 
to the littlest ones, indicated the high points of the 
story, told them how to illustrate the story, how to pre- 
pare handwork, what was required in teachers of lit- 
tle children, and how to understand the babies of their 
class. The next Sunday this girl would teach all 
the children® under six years of age, while I taught 
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the Primary-Junior children,.and then the class for 
the older girls would meet again after that. 

Sometimes I find pictures on magazine covers that 
I think particularly attractive and distribute them to 
the children, asking them to illustrate memory verses 
or certain stories with these pictures, The com- 
e< posters have been remarkable in driving home 
lesson truths. . 

My most popular review plan is to select perhaps 
twelve lesson papers. I tell the pupils what I see on 
the covers of these papers, they name the lessons, and 
tell the stories. The best told story wins the lesson 
paper: Je 
_ One fourteen-year-old boy has promise of an unusual 
voice. I. try to impress my pupils with the thought 
that such good gifts come down from the Father, 
to be used for him; that the right use of such gifts 
brings increase in their power and quality, but wrong 
use means their destruction. I notice that my song- 
bird is taking care of his voice. 

On rainy Sundays we speak of God’s gift of the 
clouds and the rain, and then we sing “Rain, rain, 
e *rywhere”; on snowy Sundays. we talk about God 
giving snow like wool and sing “Snow, snow, ‘every- 
where.” We sing some of our memory verses also. 
For roll call an older pupil calls the names and the 
children respond, after much thought, with memory 
verses. I want to get the Bible inside them. 

wach week we use a little exercise called “Putting 
on the Golden Gloves,” and fasten them with the 
golden clasp of prayer. When we pray, I lead the 
children, sentence by sentence, and they repeat the 
: mtences after me, thus becoming accustomed to the 
sound of t!eir voices in prayer. The substance of the 
exercise is as follows: 


I am going ‘to tell you something this morning about 
some beautiful gloves you may wear if you will. 
gloves ate bright and shining and gold. They must be 
carefully put on your hands; and so long as your hands 
are kind to others the gloves remain shining and bright. 
You cannot see them, and no one else can see them, for 
they are invisible gloves, but all those around you will 
know-—when you wear them. Just the moment. you pinch, 
or pull another child’s hair, or strike some one, or take 
that which is not yours, the Golden Gloves fall off, turn- 
ing and _ ugly. . mother puts on her. gloves 
she fits: them carefully on) each finger and you may. ‘do 
the same after me, beginning with the left hand. 


“Do” (fitting the imaginary glove on the thumb). 
“Unto”. (the first. finger) Care 
“Others” ‘(the second finger) 
“As” (the third finger) 
“Yeu” (the fourth finger) 
Now the right hand: 
“Would” (the thumb) 
~ “Have” (the first finger) 
“Others” (the second finger) 
“Do unto” (the third finger) 
“You” (the fourth finger) . 


. Now, mother fastens her gloves. with a tiny clasp. We 

have a golden clasp, a strong clasp, and. we call it 
“Prayer,” so we shall ask our heavenly Father to help 
us remember when we are tempted to do wrong things 
with our hands, and keep us from that temptation, be- 
cause only he can do it. 


(Note.—The «idea of the Golden Gloves ‘is not original, 
and I do not remember the source of it, but I have added 
the golden clasp.) 


One family moved to the country; the children sent 
to me for literature as they ‘had found children who 
were not in Sunday-school and had organized an- 
other one:like ours, teaching the classes themselves 
— with great success, one girl of fifteen, one of eleven, 
and one of nine. 

During this first. year of my experiment, money gifts 
have been pushed into the background and I have con- 
centrated on the ‘gift ‘ofself:' ‘Now we are studying 
the gift of money. We want to send some Testa- 
ments to Latin America, so we have a wee wooden 
barrel that stands on a table, and the children march 
about’ it ot ome of Sunday-school; and if they 
have earned an: that week, they drop in a tithe; 
if they have chosen-to do without catidy or gum, in * 
goes that money. We have twelve: cents at ‘present. © 
When we have paid for our Testaments then we shall 
pray weekly for the persons’ to whom they will be 
given, that great blessing may come to the readers. 

Last Christmas I had a lovely little tree for the 
children on’ the Sunday preceding Christmas. The 
gifts were small, but attractive: In turn, they had 
prepared a little tree for a very poor family. whose 
children would have no Christmas. Sunday-schog 
was over, and the sight was beautiful as the two 
largest boys carried the tree on their shoulders, lead- 
ing the other pupils who came trooping behind. them, 
out of the gate. The sunshine seemed to catch the 
spirit of happiness and the tinsel on the tree gave 
back little sparkles’ that* looked like miniature suns. 
I let the children make the gift of the tree alone. 

-I am trying to prepare my pupils for what they 
will meet in high school that will tend to destroy their 
faith in God and the Bible. I want to build up a barrier 
that cannot be broken down., I am giving them the 
undiluted Bible. Time alone can tell what the results 
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Lesson for August 23 


will be, but out of that six months of enforced idie- 
ness came much thought and planning, and this experi- 
ment that seems to hold promise of big things, for 
the children appear to be greatly in earnest. 


Musxocer, OKLA, 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 

















For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travel- 
ling into a far country (Matt. 25:14). 


HE parable of the talents should be studied in 

connection with that of the vineyard (Matt. 21: 

). The parable of the vineyard referred to Israel, 
its history and impending’ fate: the parable of the 
talents to the Gentile péoples and their mission be- 
tween. the first and secontl coming, The vineyard 
was the Holy Land as in Isaiah ; Its Owner went 
into a far coufitry, so to speak, for over 1900 years 
passed from the time is was assigned to Abraham until 
its unworthy husbandmen 


Another 1900 years has already elapsed, the “long 
time” of verse 19. We have not now hus 


as the men attached to the Lord’s estate of Palestine, - 


but traders who move from place to place carrying 
with them their precious store and increasing it. 
“Occupy [pragmateusasthe] till I come” (Luke 19: 
13) is “trade till I come.” We are no longer in a 
vineyard. . He that received the five talents “went,” 
éutheis, from the samé root as the word used in 
atthew 28, “Go ye into all the world.” He that 
received one talent. “went and digged,” but. the word 
for “went” here is different, apelthon. It is used 
pleonastically as one would say,.“I am going to do 
this or that,”.and-does not imply. a journey at all. 
The verb:.ergasomai, found in Matthew 25:16 in 
the sense of “to trade,” is used elsewhere but once, 





were ‘cast out of i. The 
Lord of the talents also went into a far country. 
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in Revelation 18:17, “as many as trade by sea.” These 
“servants” entrusted with the talents were journeying 
traders as those who. carry the Gospel to all lands, 
the colporteurs seliing Scriptures, for example, Ezekiel 


‘a7, in its picture of Tyre, that great trading city, gives 


an idea of what the ancient world meant by “went and 
traded.” It brought the trader in contact with all peo- 
ples, “Javan, Tubal, and Meschach, they were thy mer- 
chants: they traded the persons of men and vessels of 
brass in thy market. . .. The men of Dedan. . . Arabia 
.. . the princes of Kedar . . . Haran, and Canneh, and 
Eden, the merchants of Sheba, Asshur, and Chilmad.” 
It is like the international list in Acts, — Parthians 
aid Medes and Elamites and dwellers in Mesopotamia. 
We have sight of winding caravans, of remote peoples, 
of journeys by sea. “Thy rowers have brought thee 
into great waters,” the long swell of the Atlantic. 
“When ‘thy wares went forth out of the seas, thou 
fillest many peoples.” That description of Tyre might 
well be used of the Bible societies. And when in 
Luke’s corresponding parable we read of the faithful 
being given authority over ten cities or over five 
cities we naturally think of the trading cities which 
the Pheenicians established all oyer the world, on the 
Mediterranean, the Atlantic, the Red Sea coasts. 

The unfaithful servant alone remained at home, 
thinking to invest his talent at home since he had “no 
religion for export.” . What a picture of those who 
do not believe in foreign missions and consequent! 
do nothing at home: who end by digging in the eart 
not to raise a crop but to secrete their talent. 

That this parable of Matthew 25: 14-30 refers to 
the Christians of the period. between the first and 
second coming of Christ is clear from the sequence of 
our Lord’s thought’ in the apocalyptic discourse. There 
are first the traders with the Word, witnessing to 
the Gentiles in all the world, pasi tois ethnesi en hole 
te oikumene (Matt. 24:14). “Then comes the judg- 
ment of the witnessing church for its faithfulness or 
unfaithfulness in trading with the Word (Matt. 25: 
14-30). Follows the judgment of the Gentile nations 
for accepting and applying or neglecting and disre- 
garding the Word (Matt. 25: 31-46). 

New. Hampton, N. H. 





















Fundamentalists and Christian Education 


When representatives of Christian schools and colleges, and Bible schools and seminaries spoke for 
their institutions at the World’s Christian Fundamentals Convention in Philadelphia 
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DAY of unusual interest at the Fourteenth Annual 
Convertition of the World’s Christian -Funda- 
mentals Association was the Christian. Education 
Session on Tuesday afternoon, May 19. The great 
auditorium was well filled when Dr. J. Oliver Bus- 
well opened the session with a Roll Call of all the 
institutions that had replied favorably to letters of 
inquiry sent out. Zé asked the representatives of 
each of these schools to come to the platform. There 
were some twenty-five or more schools, colleges, Bible 
institutes, and theological seminaries that had replied, 
though not all” were able to send delegates. Others 
that had not been heard from had sent delegates. 
A brief song. sérvice led by Mr. Homer Hammon- 
tree was followed by Scripture reading by Dr, Bus- 
well of a section cf the One Hundred and Nineteenth 
Psalm, laying special emphasis upon the verse, “The 


entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth under- 
standing unto the simple.” Prayer was offered- by 


ing 
Dr. Guille, of Bryan Memorial University. Then 
one by one, in brief messages, the representatives from 
the various schools told something of the. school in 
which they were most interested. The spirit of fel- 
lowship and mutual interest ‘was. most refreshing. 
While each naturally had a word for his own work, 
there. was general rejoicing by all in the work of 
all. the others, and a strengthening and encouraging 
of each other .to stand true, as all were in the same 
work with the same aim and object. 2m . 
Representatives spoke for the follows schools : 
Evangel University, Jer City, N. J.;- Providence 
Bible Institute, Providence, I.; Eastern University, 


Philadelphia, Pa.; Practical Bible Training _School,- 


Binghamton, N. Y.; Messiah Bible College, Grant- 
ham, Pa,; Beulah College, Upland, Cal.; Cleveland 
Bible Institute, Cleve Ohio; Union Bible Semi- 
nary, Westfield, Ind.; Indianapolis Bible Institute, 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Evangelical Theological Col- 
lege, Dallas, Tex.; Eastern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Philadelphia, Pa.; Bryan. Memorial University, 
Dayton, Tenn.; Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIl.; 
Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles, Los Angeles, Cal.; 
Taylor University, Upland, Ind.; National Bible In- 
stitute, New York City; Philadelphia School of the 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Northwestern. Bible and 
Missionary Training School, Minneapolis, _Minn.; 
Missionary Training Institute, Nyack,-N. Y.; Colum- 
bia Bible College, Columbia, S. C.; Hampden-Sydney 


College, Hampden-Sydney, Va.; Potomac Bible Col- 
lege, Washington, D..C.; Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

It was noticeable that in a large number of the 
schools every member of the faculty is required to 
sign a doctrinal statement largely similar to that held 
by the Fundamentals Association. In several, in ad- 
dition to the emphasis laid upon doctrinal soundness, 
there was also a strong evangelistic note. In fact, 
it would seem that many of the secular schools and 
colleges holding the highest educational requirements 
were really no less ‘zealous than the Bible institutes 
and fraining schools in their aim to win souls for 
Christ and to build up the young believer into a con- 
sécrated, useful, and happy Christian life and service. 

Unanimous also was the position that it was pos- 
sible and necessary to have truly consecrated teachers 
for all classes whether science, mathematics, or what- 
ever the course, All of these institutions demanded 
only that kind. < 

There were schools offering high school work, 
academy courses, and a three-year Junior college 
course, but whatever the work done it was fully ac- 
credited, and the credits were acceptable anywhere. 
Most of the Bible institutes ‘and colleges include, and 
in many cases require, some form of Christian serv- 
ice either- in open-air evangelistic work or mission 
work of some kind. 

There wéete some nr gry eee in the matter 
of dates. e report of the Cleveland Bible Institute 
claimed it to be the second oldest Bible school in 
the United States, having been founded in 1892. The 
five hundred young men who have been graduated 
from this school have preached enough: sermons to 
thake one a day since Christ was here on earth. One of 
the oldest institutions represented was Hampden-Syd- 
ney College which opened its doors some six months 
before the Liberty Bell rang its note of independence 
here in Philadelphia. Some of the schools were rep- 
resented by the president or some member of the 
faculty, others by students or alumni. 

Mr. Philip E. Howard, Trustee of Wheaton, spoke 
of the college from the parent’s viewpoint. Having 
had three of his children in Wheaton, he knew well 
the profound gratitude that thousands of parents must 
feel in these difficult’ days that there is such a school, 
sound in faith and practice, and holding a thorough 
and high scholastic standing. There is a happy social 
life, but no spirit of cynicism and superciliousness. ~ 
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Taylor University, another college with high scho- 
lastic standards, is also a college that “cares for the 
soul.” It stands for the whole Christ, unreduced and 
irreducible. It has nearly one hundred of its gradu- 
ates on the foreign mission field. 

The National Bible Institute of New York laid 
great emphasis on its practical “all-the-year-round” 
evangelistic work, the students planning to conduct 
eight thousand outdoor meetings this summer among 
the unchurched. 

The Philadelphia School of the Bible rejoices in 
73 students having been accepted for the foreign mis- 
sion field and 123 having been ordained to the Gospel 
ministry. 

The Missionary Training Institute of Nyack is mis- 
sionary-centric. Of the 306 enrolled this year, 47 
have applied for foreign service, often 50 or more of 
its students going out to the foreign field in a year. 
There are 20 different denominations included in the 
student body and 7 on the faculty. There are stu- 
dents from 20 foreign countries, from 10 other Bible 
institutes, and from 3 different universities in the stu- 
dent body. 

The Columbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C., has 
the unusual distinction of being accredited to give 
degrees, for Bible work, that are acceptable as credits 
in other higher institutions of learning. Notwith- 
standing its required scholastic standing, it lays strong 


. emphasis upon its practical assignment of Christian 


work, especially its evangelistic work among the cot- 
ton mill villages. 

The Evangelical Theologicat College of Dallas, 
Tex., denominationally unrelated, reported some of 
the marvelous answers to prayers which have accom- 
panied all its history. 

Bryan Memorial ‘Gatvaditiy has a doctrinal state- 
ment that can never be modified, and no man can hold 
a position as teacher or trustee who does not agree 
with the standard of faith. It opened its doors last 
year with 74 students. The course of study given” 
requires high standards. Its students will be readily 
admitted to the University of Tennessee and other 
higher institutions of learning, and also will be al- 
lowed to teach. 

Dr. Buswell brought. an outstanding and clear- 
visioned message in the- afternoon, on the subject 
of standards and credits. He spoke of the reproach 
that was attached to the name “Fundamentalist.” 
For himself he rather gloried in that reproach. 
He recognized that the Fundamentalists, from the 
very fact that they are such, are accustomed to stand 
upon their own feet and do‘their own thinking. This 
also accounts for the fact that it is very hard to get 
them to work together. He pleaded for more’ work- 
ing together as allies, not competitors. The World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Association is seeking to cre- 
ate a spirit of fellowship rather than to form an or- 
ganization of the different schools, or any set of 
machinery. For himself he has always tried to speak 
a kindly word, on every occasion, of his brother in- 
stitutions. He felt that it.could not be denied that 
to interest a person in one Christian institution is to 
interest him in all. 

Dr. Buswell stated that there should be worked 
out some standard of credits among the schools, col- 
leges, seminaries, and Bible institutes that would be 
fully understood by all, though he realized the diffi- 
culty of this. For instance, two schools might offer 
courses in, Romans. The one, however, represents 
work done 45 minutes one evening a week. The other 
represents three periods of 55 minutes each week, re- 
quiring thorough preparation, the teacher thoroughly 
trained and competent to. teach, and .the student re- 
quired to pass a rigid examination. Both are excellent 
courses,- but we are talking about two entirely dif- 
ferent things. There should be some common denomi- 
nator, some nomenclature that can be urtiderstood. 

There is the hecessity of the Christian college hold- 
ing to the very highest educational standards such 
as are required by the accrediting organizations. 
Some of these standards and requirements cannot help 
but be regarded as ridiculous, such as the demand 
made by the North Central Association for a certain 
amount of endowment. Now, have. passed by 
these requirefnents to the extent of admitting a few 
schools that. have been examined and whose work 
has met a most rigid. test. There is no rule in these 
accrediting agencies governing text books. One of 
their just requirements is that the teacher of callege 
students must be a college graduate. The college is 
selling the world “education” as a preparation for life, | 
and the Christian college does not want to put a false 
label on its goods, or “short-change” its students, but 
they do ask in addition to these high educational stand- 
ards that there must be faith, consecration, and fel- 
lowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. : 

Throughout the whole afternoon there was im- 
pressed on every one a feeling of inexpressible joy 
and relief, that there are so many splendid educational 
institutions of every sort standing rt the whole coun- 
sel of God, differing as to minor details, but seeking 
to honor and exalt Christ as Saviour and Lord. This 
was ‘true af the colleges ‘and secular schools, as of 
the Bible im3titutes and seminaries. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and _ warnings from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon 





—— 








and Mrs. Strong, who have preached to the 

troops in Chile, regiment after regiment, have 
lately been engaged in the same work in Ecuador. 
Mr. Strong writes that this has been one of the most 
interesting times of all his ministry in South Amer- 
ica. “After preaching in three regiments in the capi- 
tal city of Quito, we wefit north to another large 
town, three days interior from the coast, There we 
had a fine series of meetings with a regiment quar- 
tered there. At the close of the series, the com- 
mandante, who was surrounded by officers at the 
time, said to me: ‘How do you reconcile the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ with this?’ indicating with a 
wave of his whole regimental outfit. I 
showed him Luke 22: 36, explaining that Christ and 
his kingdom had been rejected, the new crder of 
things which would have been ushered in under his 
benign reign being refused by the religious leaders 
of his day. Then it was that Christ said, ‘Now he 
that hath no sword let him sell his garment and buy 
one.” This got them all interested, and I had a 
chance to tell them of the great day coming when 
Christ shall returm to earth and when spears and 
swords shall be beaten into plowshares and pruning- 
hooks and war shall cease. There was. great aston- 
ishment and hungry questions.” 

Of the meetings in Quito Mr. Strong says: “The 
yard, or patio, in which we preached to three hundred 
soldiers, is overlooked by one of the old Dominican 
convents. As we-were speaking, wé suddenly looked 
up, and there, with their white hoods, were some of the 
monks, poor fellows! taking it all in. It wes the first 
time that these old white walls had echoed to the sound 
of the real Gospel, and we trust that these darkened 
souls in the convent may come to the saving knowl- 
edge of God as well as the soldiers, Ecuador is a 
fanatical country, but the government is so estranged 
from the church of Rome that it will not appoint 
chaplains to its regiments.” oe 

Mr. Strachan also has been preaching in Ecuador, 
following on a heathenish “Feast of the Winking 
Virgin,” which the Jesuits had instituted. Large 
gatherings in theaters at Riobamba and Ambato! At 
Quito, the big municipal theater was full. Four hun- 
dred young ladies in uniform from the National 
School filled the boxes. There were also ninety 
teachers who had been brought into the capital for 
intensivé training. These attended Mr. Strachan’s 
meetings. The Bicector of this school later invited 
Mr. Strachan to address the younger students at the 
school.. Meetings were held at the penitentiary with 
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. five hundred prisoners attending. At Guayaquil some 


eight hundred men attended meetings, many of them 
representative and professional men. These meetings 
were well advertised by El Telegrafo and El Universo, 
the two leading papers of the country; also by five 
thousand circulars carefully distributed by a group of 
earnest believers. 


American Negro Missionaries in Angola.—Henry 
C. McDowell and Samuel B. Coles, American Negro 
Congregationalists, are now working in Angola, sup- 
ported by the Negro Congregationalists of whom 
there are some 30,000 in America. They planted their 
station im 1922 at Galenge in Angola, twenty-five 
miles from thé nearest government post and a hun- 
dred and fifty miles from the Dondi station of the 
American Board. They were granted $1,100 for their 
expense budget. . 

A writer in Congo Mission News recounts the out- 
ward changes,— thirty permanent buildings in brick 
and cement, a boarding school with three hundred 
boys and girls, and dormitories equipped with uniform 
beds, lockers, tables, and chairs all locally made. A 
medical work is cared tor~ by the missionaries; a 
power mill grinds maize into flour by the ton; there 
are a blacksmith shop, a seed-testing service, brick- 
yards, and tile yards. . Two hundred and fifty acres 
of land have been cleared and put into cultivation: 
The native oxen have been trained and the natives 
trained to drive them. Fifteen miles of blind ditch- 
ing have brought into cultivation extensive lowlands 
that the natives thought never could produce crops. 
Eighty acres of woodland have been enclosed with 
hog-tight fences of native materials, furnishing pas- 
ture to numerous pigs, sheep, and goats. Elsewhere 
herds of cattle are being built up, with an eye to. their 
beef and dairy value to an impoverished Negro com- 
munity. 

Some ten carefully selectéd out-stations have been 
established, every one with a.church, school teachers’ 
residences, and well laid out Christian village. There 
are two or three trained Christian leaders at each 


of the out-stations, systematically working the villages 
about. Each out-station is also headquarters for a 
farm demonstrator, trained at Galengue in some. of 
the rudiments of scientific “farming and available as 
adviser and. demonstrator te any native within range. 
The total Christian community in the Galengue field 
is estimated at a thousand, and the spiritual results 
are spoken of as “unusually fine and encouraging.” 
So is the soul of General Armstrong marching on! 

Now. all this is good and we rejoice in it, but why, 
when Mr. McDowell comes home. and reports to the 
American Board at its annual meeting, does he find 
it necessary to remark, “No particular.- effort has 
been made to make this mission orthodox in creed”? 
That was not General Armstrong’s point of view. 
He said of Hampton Institute, “It’s orthodox, and 
that’s the end of it,” and, if it is not so longer, it 
is not the first orthodox foundation betrayed by the 
epigoni who have succeeded the great leader. Why 
should Mr. McDowell slur “the old idea of merely 
saving the African’s soul”? Is that not, after all, 
the beginning of all, and have as a matter of course 
Protéstant~- missions not gone on also to care for the 
other needs of their converts? It is good to know 
that Mr. Coles grows castor beans by the bushel and 
makes castor oil by the barrel; even better is it 
to learn that, in this mission, every member is con-; 
secrated as an evangelist, and that only one-tenth of 
the income of the church is used for local expenses, 
the remainder being used to press evangelism in the 
regions beyond. 

Professor Archer of Yale delivered an. address at 
the same American Board meeting that makes a good 
corrective. to Mr. McDowell’s remarks. “By ‘social- 





Russia’s Anti- Religious 





Playing Cards 





Russian atheism is fertile in expedients. 
Playing card manufacture is prohibited in 
Russia. This habit-forming and time-wast- 
ing game, which Schopenhauer denounced 
and ridiculed so sharply, is not countenanced, 
—one stray indication of civilization in 
Soviet land. But anti-religious playing cards 
are to be turned loose on those religionists 
who play the game. On these, diamonds 
ridicule Jews; (sacred?) hearts the Roman 
Catholic Church ; clubs, the Russian church; 
spades Lamaism and Shamanism. Priests, 
nuns, and monks take the place of King, 
Queen and Jack. So everybody who plays 
cards will he participating in anti-religious 
propaganda. Baptists, Adventists, and Mos- 
lems are relieved of this ridicule since they 
are free from the playing card habit. 











izing,’” he said, “we have almost gotten rid of God. 
Is it not inevitable that society, thinking of itseif, 
should come to deem itself self-sufficient?, Then where 
is God? Our ‘socializing’ has affected our mission- 
ary effort. We have gone out of late to leaven the 
lump immediately, directly. We need a new individ- 
ualism. ; 
“Individual religious experience is the first solu- 
tion of our problem. Jesus made his appeal to indi- 
viduals first of all. His mightiest doctrine is that 
of the ‘saved individual,’ His dependence was upon 
these saved individuals overturning the world.” 


Archeological Notes.—The prophet Ezekiel speaks, 
in Chapter 23:14, 15, of “men portrayed upon the 
wall, the images of the Chaldeans portrayed with ver- 
milion, girded with girdies upon their loins, exceed- 
ing in dyed attire upon their heads, .°. . after the 
manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea.” Maurice 
Dunand and M. Thureau-Dangin have lately discov- 
ered at Til-Barsib on the Euphrates, examples of such 
mural paintings. They cover all the inside walls of 
the palace,— figures six feet hifh of the time of 
Tiglath-Pileser (745 B. C.)./ They are painted in 
vermilion which still remains intact though other 


colors: have in places fallen away... The representa-. 


tions are of noblemen on horseback, disarmed rebels, 


the king escorted. by. his lords, groups. of. wild . ani- 
mals, and the like. Copies of these paintings are be- 
ing made and placed in the Louvre. 

The Expository Times mentions the discovery at 
Gezer of an inscribed gstracon, or. potsherd, contain- 
ing three letters of a very archaic date. These are 
said to resemble. the Proto-Sinaitic letters found -at 
Serabit, and believed by many to be.the forerunner 
of Pheenician. This is the oldest lettering found in 
Palestine and perhaps dates back to 1800 B. C. Mr. 
Jack tells us “that the Hebrews themselves, during 
their sojourn in Egypt, were acquainted with writing, 
probably in the same Semitic characters. This’ is 
evident from certain of their number being appointed 
shatar, ‘officers’ (Exod. 5:14), a word that literally 
means ‘scribes’ (Assyrian shataru, ‘to write’; Aramaic, 
shetara, ‘document’). This implies that the Hebrews 
kept the usual registering and account work that 
the Egyptian taskmasters required.” 


The Evangelical Association in the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, U. S. A., has issued a strong 
statement of faith directed. against both the fronts 
which disturb that church. “We are pressed in spirit 
by the exigencies of these times of doubt to reassert 
our adherence to evangelical. principles.. Current 
teaching and preaching seem to have well-nigh 
smothered evangelical faith” and practice. We are 
brought to a point where an Evangelical seems to 
be a stranger in his own house. Yet the official teach- 


ing of this church is on our .side. Evangelical re-_ 


ligion assigns to Holy Scripture absolute supremac 
as only rule of faith and practice. It refuses to yield 


to the church or Catholic tradition or the Prayer - 


Book, unless it can be shown that. what is. said is 
in harmony with the Scripture. This Scripture is 
inspired and is in truth the Word of God. It does 
not merely contain the word of God. Man is in a 
state of guilt, imminent danger, and condemnation 
before God. For his healing he demands nothing less 
than the blood of God the Son applied to the con- 
science, and the grace of God the Holy Ghost entirely 
regenerating the heart. 

“We hold that an experimental knowledge of Christ 
crucified and interceding is the very essence of Chris- 
tianity and that, in teaching men the Christian re- 
ligion, we can never dwell too much.on Christ him- 
self and can never speak teo strongly of the fullness, 


the freeness, presentness, and simplicity of the salva-. 


tion there.is in him for every one that believes. 
“We do not put the church above Christ. We re- 
fuse to admit that Christian ministers are sacrificing 
priests. We refuse to admit that the sacraments are 
the grand media between Christ and the soul, — above 
faith and above preaching and above prayer... We 
protest against the idea that, m baptism, the use of 
water in the name of the Trinity is invariably and 
necessarily accompanied by regéneration. We protest 
against the theory that the Lord’s Supper is. a sacri- 
fice. Above alf we protest against the notion of any 
corporeal presence of Christ's flesh and blood in the 
Lord’s Supper under the forms of bread and wine as 
an ‘idolatry te be abhorred of all faithful Christians” 


“We protest against the worldliness seen in ungodly, 


amusements. allowed in church buildings, and the ut- 
terly unscriptural schemes to raise money for the 


church. Evangelicals are not indifferent-.to social. 


service, but insist that. it is a by-product of the Gos- 
pel. They exercise a brotherly spirit toward all 
evangelical bodies of Christians and say grace to all 
those who leve our Lord Jesus in sincerity.” 


The Bible Churchmen’s Missionary Society was 
organized in 1922 by members of the Church of Eng- 
land. who wanted a society free from the rationalism 
and clericalism that had fourid their way into other 
societies of that church. “New Theology,” writes its 
secretary, “had paralyzed the witness of the national 
church of the English race to the authority of the 
Word of God, until -many of her sons, floundering in 
a niew uncertainty, had abandoned the effort of New 
Testament worship ‘in spifit and in truth,’ and ‘had 


gravitated toward anything to which was attached, 


however falsely, the promise of authority and cer- 
tainty, even to a sacramental religion from which this 
favored race was delivered by the discovery of the 
Bible at the Reformation.” ; 

The new society has prospered in the seven years 
of its existence. Its yearly income. has passed from 
£25,144 in 1923 to £57,000 in 1930, in an uninterrupted 
increase. It «has commissioned 116 British mission- 
aries and -has 68 in training. Ten of these are phy- 
sicians and there are already 87 native workers. Its 
missionary and theological college for men, at: Bristol, 
is housed in three halls bearing the goodly names of 
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Crazanar, Latimer, and Ridley, respectively, and» the 


‘> géciety has recently received a legacy of Park House, 


Cotham, Bristol, furnished, to be used as a college 
for training women for the mission field, together 
with £23,000 as an endowment, ‘The eleventh article 
of its constitution reads: “The Society deprecates 
the use of worldly methods for raising funds, and 
shall not knowingly incur debt.” It also is pledged 
to pioneering advance wherever possible. Its cour- 
ageous spirit at home was illustrated by its sturdy 
protest against the adoption of the Romanized prayer 
book in the English Church. “That opposition the 
Society carried right up to the House of Lords, where, 
in the of the entite Episcopal’ Bench and of 
many Members of the House of Commons, Lord Car- 
son read its solemn protest, declaring that fidelity 
to Christ and his Word prevented any countenance 
of the new book, and that, if it were sanctioned, many 
of the truest sons of the Church of England would 
be cast out of her pale. Two days later the House 
of Commons rejected the book.” 


Where the New Society is Working.—It commenced 
operations in the United Provinces of India at Mir- 
zapur, buying from the London Missionary Society 
at a cost of £5,220 their plant, together with the 
hospital at Kachwa, where, last year, a very exten- 
sive medical work was done. In West China it is 
working with Bishop Cassels, and in South China it 
has absorbed the Emmanuel Medical Mission at Nan- 
ning, the capital of Kwangsi, formed by Dr. and 
Mrs. Lechmere Clift. In Burma it has begun exten- 
Sive missions and has received from Miss Mary Chap- 
man the Deaf and Dumb School and Orphanage 
founded by her for evangelizing the eleven thousand 
deaf mutes of Burma. This property is valued at 
£15,000. Colonel Middleton West, a volunteer helper 
of the society, led last year a medical mission into the 
hitherto unpenetrated Hukaw Valley of» Burma, 
where slavery ,atid human sacrifice still linger. Other 
missionaries havé .gone to -the ian provinces of 
Saskatchewan and Keewatin, and among the Eskimos 
of the Arctic. -In Persia, the society is working with 
Bishop Linton, a strong evangelical Episcopalian. 

In Africa, through its representatives Alfred Bux- 
ton and Hamilton Paget Wilkes, it is breaking new 
ground in the neighborhood of Lake Rudolf. Mr. 
Buxton writes: ; 

“God has already given us three bases, situated east, 
south, and west. As to the north, we have reason 
to expect that the Sudan government will permit us 


ee en ee eee oe west, 
“we have 


established ourselves at Lotome, one hun- 
dred miles north of Mt. Elgon. The mission house 
is up, and also a building to act as church and school, 
with a boys’ dormitory near by. For the south, we 
expect to have Kacheliba. For a reasonable sum the 
government will probably be handing over to us a 
house for a married couple, two houses for single 
workers, a hospital, three stores, and a garage, —all 
permanent buildings. The acquisition of this fully 
equipped station ani that our missionaries can get 
down to work at once, instead of having to spend 


mich time and strength in building and laying out. 


a station. We recognize God’s ious 
“Criticism of the society has ” says its sec- 


retary in his report, “intense, bitter, prolonged.” - This 
has, however, been amply compensated by the obvious 
presence of “God’s gracious hand” at home and abroad. 


A “Forward Movement” in the Church of Scot- 
land is being pushed. In the British Weekly, John 
MacConnachie puts lips to trumpet and tells what is 
needed to bring such a movement to strength .and 
viability: . “We must take upon our lips again. the 
old words of the Reformation,— sin, repentance, jus- 
tification by faith, The Church of Christ, by its very 
nature, is a church under the cross. It can have no 
human importance, no human goals.” Then in power- 
ful sentences he goes -on: 

“The. modern mind does not like such words as 


Sin, repentance, wrath of God. It does not like ‘the 


offence of the cross.’ We-smooth off its jagged edges. 
It does not take to the idea of a particular. historical 
revelation and a unique incarnation, and we flatter 
men by telling them are all sons of God. We 
ig and choose from Bible, ‘decoding,’ as Dr. 
‘osdick has taught us to do, the eternal meaning froni 
the temporal setting, constructing our own code key 
of course; and imposi 
the Word of God. The Bible does not judge us: 
we judge the Bible. Much of the preaching today 
might be summed up in the sentence ‘Christ has done 
something for you. It is up to you to do the rest.’ 
Man is no longer a lost sinner whom. Christ has 
saved, but a good fellow, who, with the help of God 
and of the preacher, can be distinctly improved. The 
Kingdom of is not something which has come 
nigh unto us in Christ, as our fathers held, but some- 
.thing which we are to build by our himan efforts 
and share in the glory ourselves,” 


The Pacifist Demonstration of the Ministers.— 
Over nineteen ghousand American ministers have 
signed a declaration against bearing arms in case of 
war. There is much to be said: for their position: 
also much to be said against it, for this is a matter 


sing our modernist meaning -on - 
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that has ever divided Christians. Thus, in the six- 
teenth century, the Anabaptists were classed as sword 
or staff men, advocates respectively of defensive war 
and of absolute pacificism. General MacArthur, Chief 
of Staff, has written trenchantly against this ‘dem- 
onstration. He says that it is “a repudiation, in ad- 
vance, of the constitutional obligations that fall on 
all citizens. It, in effect, proclaims a willingness to 
see this nation perish rather than participate in its 
defense.” Those who renounce: their civic obligations 
ought, he thinks, to forfeit their civic privileges and 
rights guaranteed by cjtizenship. He puts his finger 
on the theological weakness of the demonstration. 


'“Do they not know that police systems and armed 


national defense are the human agencies made neces- 
sary by the deep-seated disease of individual depravity, 
the menace of personal greed and hatred? The me- 
chanical expedient of disarming man will not trans- 
form hatred into love and selfishness into altruism.” 

Then he calls attention to the fact that by the terms 
of the League of Nations the United States would be 
required to maintain a standing army of at least a 
half million men to be able to carry out its mandates. 

General MacArthur quotes Luke 11:21: “When a 
strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are 
in peace,” and declares that; in his judgment, a hu- 
manity that loves — devotedly, but is willing to 
die in the defense of the right, is Christian from center 
to circumference. “Those who oppose our modest 





The Budding Fig Tree 


Mr. Gartenhaus is a devoted evangelist 
to the Jews of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. He is stirring up local churches to 
show their interest and love for Jews about 
them, and Jews are responding. ‘Ten years 
ago,” says Home and Foreign Fields,*“to see 
a half-dozen Jews enter a Christian church 
would have gladdened the heart of any Jew- 
ish missionary. Just the other day in Col- 
umbia, South Carolina, Jews went out in 

. the streets and invited Christians to come to 
the Jewish-Christian meetings. 

“It was a beautiful sight,” writes Mr. 
Gartenhaus, “to behold the sons and daugh- 
ters of Israel marching into a Baptist church, 
side by side with their Christian friends and 
neighbors. So grateful was one Jewish wom- 
an for the invitation from her Christian friend 
that, as they were leaving the First Baptist 
Church, she. put her arms around her and 
kissed her for inviting her, weeping as she 
spo ” 

In Fort Smith, as a result of earnest visita- 
tion and hearty co-operation of the Baptists, 
a Jewish rabbi came to the First Baptist 
Church with his entire congregation. Ata 
similar meeting in Little Rock where the 
governor of the state presided, a prominent 
Jewish doctor of the city came, confessing 
to Mr. Gartenhaus that, for many years, he 
had been a secret believer. So are thousands 
who, “‘for fear of the Jews” and because of 
the lack of Christian sympathy, fail to align 
themselves with the Christian community. 














and reasonable efforts for national defense have mis- 
calculated the temper of the American people.” | 
-The crux of the question -' y seems to lie in 


* Russia, Those who are promoting pacificism in Amer- 


ica are very often, indeed; friends of the present Rus- 
sian régime. _ Soviet Russia is. militaristic to the fin- 
gertips and delighted with pacifist. movements in 
states which it hopes to attack with force later, and 
is now attacking with intrigue and economic warfare. 


Westminster Seminary’s Second Year.—The new 
seminaries are’ flourishing. Northern Baptist Semi- 
nary, Chicago, which takes the place of the Chicago 
University Divinity School in the life of Baptist 
churches, and Eastern Baptist Seminary, Philadelphia, 
the successor of Crozer, are prospering in every way. 
A professor in the latter institution tells us that three- 
fourths of the Baptist churches in the North are now 
supplied from. new conservative seminaries and Bible 
institutes. i 

Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia is forging 
intO a similar place of confidence and usefulness in 
the Presbyterian church. It is built on the powerful, 
old lines of Presbyterian loyalty and Presbyterian 
scholarship. The churches esteem it. Its graduates 
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are in demand, although only two years have passed 
since its launching. ‘When the seminary was started 
two years ago, as an institution independent of eccle- 
siastical control and opposed to the Modernist trend 
in theological training, the fear was expressed that 
the doors of the churches would be closed to its grad- 
uates. This fear has been effectually dispelled. Of 
the first graduating class of thirteen, five have pas- 
torates in Pennsylvania (one of them was recently 
called to a church of thirteen hundred members), two 
in New Jersey, two in Montana, two in Canada; one 
is now in China and another is soon to go there, Of 
the second graduating class, the majority have already 
been called to churches: one goes abroad for further 
study, and one or two are marked for the foreign 
mission field.” 

The semitrary was able at its second commencement 
exercises to report all bills paid and not a cent of in- 
debtedness. Contributions came from seven hundred 
different individuals in amounts ranging from one dol- 
lar up, the total being $70,000. This fact, in view 
of the intense business depression, was indeed heart- 
ening. The endowment required of the state of Penn- 
sylvania before degrees can be conferred is $500,000. 
A nest egg of $11,000 has already been given. Here 
is a chance to add codicils to Presbyterian wills. The 
older seminaries that once led the Christian Church 
came up through poverty. Union was at one time 
so straightened that Professor He B. Smith de- 
clared he used to dread calling on the treasurer for 
his salary, so often had he gone home empty handed. 
The loyalist seminaries can and will be as well sup- 
ported as the recreant ones are. And they will take 
care that the history of past seminaries will not be 
repeated. 

The library of Westminster numbers seven thou- 
sand volumes. Friends should see to it that the right 
kind of books are added: Their own libraries can 
spare many. The great Andover library still stands 
on Harvard shelves, the very place where the donors 
would never have had it go. When the evangelical 
church is cheated out of its belongings, it can at least 
restore itself in its new seminaries, J¢# never can be 
charged with theological ‘grafting! ; 

Harvard, in the old days, furnished the Congrega- 
tional churches of New Enigland with pastors. Then 
‘came Unitarianism and “captured” the Harvard divin- °' 
ity faculty. Andover was organized and built up with 
boundless self-denial. It became the great New Eng- 
land seminary with a history of marvelous usefulness, 
while the Harvard school shrivelled into near-noth- 
ingness. History is repeating the New England epi- 
sode in the seminaries of various denominations. West- 
minster bids fair to duplicate the glorious period of 
Andover’s evangelical phase. The omens are bright. 
The old evangelical flags are run up and flying in 
the breeze again. The scholarship of Germany, parent 
of theological study, is turning our way. New mis- © 
sions, new societies, new organizations are arising. out 
of the confusion and débris of the present Neo-Uni- 
tarian Modernist era. One looks to Westminster to 
lead into the new day! 


Brief Notes.—Whiting Williams, expert investi- 
gator, reports in the Survey Graphic on the success of - 
prohibition in Homestead, Pa. He says that there 
is less liquor sold there now than went over a single 
bar in preprohibition days, Where once the beer 
truck rumbled, now pass truckload after truckload 
of soft drinks. His estimate of sales of carbon. 
ated beverages is fifteen billion half pints annually! . . 
This sentence from Sir James Jeans’ Rede Lecture, 
which deals with the origin of the wniverse, is be- 
ing widely quoted: “These concepts reduce the whole 
universe to a world of light, potential or existent, 
so that the whole story of creation can be told with 
perfect accuracy in the six words: ‘God said, “Let 
there be light!”’” ... A Russian thinker of the 
last century, V. Solovyev, affirmed three-quarters of 
a century ago that the middle of the twentieth cen- 
tury would see a struggle between the godless view of - 
life and the Christian one, culminating in an Armaged- 
don. He insisted that the great ecclesiastical churches 
of Rome and Russia would go down before the attack, 
but that this attack would be foiled by the men of the 
Reformed faith in their loose church formation. .... 

ie Roman Catholic bishop of Bolivia, Dr. Jules 
Garrets, has left Romanism and'is now preaching as 
an evangelist in Porto Rico... . message of the 
Pope which was broadcast urbi et orbit’ wound’ up. 
with the words: “We tell you on the part of. Christ, 
whose place we hold; Come unto me, all ye that labor. 
and are heavy laden, and I will: give you rest.” ... 
The verse of the Sixty-eighth Psalm, “Einiopia shall 
soon stretch out. her hands unto God,” are inscribed 
on the postage stamps of Abyssinia. Clay hands typi- 
fying this attitude of Ethiopia are occasionally seen’ 
in Abyssinian houses. ... Mr. Aurell of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, Yokohama, has, after being re- 
buffed in past years, finally succeeded in placing six 
hundred Bibles, of which three hundred are in English 
and three hundred in Japanese, in the rooms of the 
Impérial Hotel, Tokyo. The management.of the New 
Grand Hotel Yokohama, have also accepted 249 Bibles 
for their hotel. , 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 8 AUGUST 23. A GOSPEL FOR ALL MEN 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 10:1 to 11: 18; 1 Corinthians I : 23-25 
Golden Text.—There is no difference between the Jew and the Greek : for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.—Rom. 10: 12 





—~ 





The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is Acts 11 : 5-18 


Kinc James VERSION 
Acts 11:5 J} was in the city of Joppa 


praying: and ina trance I saw a vision, ° 


A certain vessel descend, as it had been 
a great sheet, let down from heaven by 
four corners; and it came even to me: 

6 Upon the which when I had fastened 
mine eyes, I considered, and saw fourfooted 
beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and 
creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

7 And I heard a voice saying unto me, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 11:5 I was in the city of Joppa 
praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, 
a certain vessel descending, as it were a 
great sheet let down from heaven by four 
corners; and it came even unto me: 6 
upon which when I had fastened mine 
eyes, I considered, and saw the fourfooted 
beasts of the earth and wild beasts and 
creeping things and birds of the heaven. 7 


Kino James VERSION 
brethren accompanied me, and we entered 
into the man’s house: } 

13 And he shewed us how he had seen 
an angel in his house, which stood and 
said unto him, Send men to Joppa, and 
cail for Simon, whose surname is Peter; 

14 Who shall tell thee words, whereby 
thou and all thy house shall be saved. 

15 And as I began to speak, the Holy 
host fell on them, as on us at the be- 
ginning. 








AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
these six brethren also accompanied me; 
and we entered into the man’s house: 13 
and he told us how he had seen the angel 
standing in his house, and saying, Send 
to Joppa, and fetch Simon, whose sur- 
name is Peter; 14 who shall speak unto 
thee words, whereby thou shalt be saved, 
thou and all thy house. 15 And as I be- 
gan to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, 
even as on us at the beginning. 16 And 























































Arise, Peter; slay and eat. j 

8 But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing 
common or unclean hath at any time en- 
tered into my mouth. 3 

9 But the voice answered me again from 
heaven, What God hath cleansed that call 
not thou conimon. , 

10 And this was done three times: and 
all were drawn up again into heayen. 

11 And, behold, immediately there were 
three men already come unto the house 
where I was, sent from Caesarea unto me. 

12 And the Spirit bade me go. with them, 
nothing doubting. Moreover these six 


into heaven. 


unto me. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Historical Setting 


HE visit of Peter to Cornelius took place prob- 
ably about the year A. D. 38. Caligula became 
Emperor in the year preceding this. Herod 
Agrippa had just about returned from Rome, having 
received from the new Emperor the kingship over 
Judea, 
The Practical Aim 
To show the meaning and implications of guidance. 


Veree by Verse 

Acts 11:5.—Joppa. The modern name of this city 
is “Jaffa.” It is the only place on the coast between 
Egypt and Mount Carmel that can offer any shelter 
to shipping. - And even at Jaffa the harbor place is 
v limited and the water shallow. Geographically 
f a is the seaport of Jerusalem, yet the distance 

tween the two places. has been too. great for Jeru- 
salem to retain possession of Joppa in ancient times. 

oppa is famous in mythology as well as in history. 
t is here that Andromeda was fabled to have been 
chained to a rock to be devoured by the sea monsters. 
According to the fable Perseus slew the terror and 
delivered the maiden. Joppa is mentioned in jan 
history as one of the towns conquered by Thotmes III. 
It was at Joppa that the timber from Lebanon was 
beached for transport to Jerusalem (2 Chron. 2: 16; 
Ezra 3:7). Here also Jonah embarked when seeking 
in vain to escape from the commandment to go to 
Nineveh (Jonah 1:3). During the Jewish_ wars 
against the Romans Joppa suffered cruelly. Cestius 
Gallus massacred 8,400 Jews here. It was attacked 
and captured A. D. 68 Vespasian on his way to 
Jerusalem. More than 4,000 Jews perished at this time. 
A railway now joins Joppa with the capital. 

As it had been a great sheet, Perhaps as Peter fell 
into the trance the last object of which he was con- 
scious was the white sail of a ship out at sea. This 
may therefore explain the actual form in which the 
vision came to him. God used the thing that was 
in his mind to become the vehicle of divine revelation. 
We ought to be careful as to what things we have in 
our minds, Compare Philippians 4: 8. 

Verse 6.—When I had fastened mine eyes. I fixed 
my gaze, I was trying to understand -what it was 
(imperfect. tense) and then I saw (aorist). 

Verse 8.—But I said. Note how characteristic this 
is of the Peter of the Gospels (cf. Matt. 16: 22). 


Verse 10.—This was done three times. Observe how 
gtaciously God condescends- to convince his servant. 
Peter is being called of God to dbedience which might 
cost him dear; and it did, as a matter of fact, arouse 
a. great deal of opposition from his fellow Christians. 
God wants his dear servant therefore to, be fully com- 
vinced in his own mind that he really is obeying a 
command from God and not merely following his own 
unguided impulses. 

Verse 12.—The Spirit bade me go. There were four 
different modes of guidance vouchsafed to Peter on 
this occasion, - f+ 


And I heard also a voice saying unto me, 
Rise, Peter; kill and eat. 8 But I said, 
Not so, Lord: for nothing common or 
unclean hath éver entered into my mouth. 
9 But a voice answered the second time 
out of heaven, What God hath cleansed, 
make not thou common. 
done thrice: and-all were drawn up again 
11 And be 
three men stood before the house in which 
we were, having been sent from Czsarea 
12 And the Spirit bade me go 
with them, making no distinction. And 


with the Holy Ghost. 


10 And this was 


hold, forthwith 


repentance unto life. 


% % % “ 


(1) The thrice repeated vision. 

(2) The Spirit’s voice. 

(3) The arrival of the messengers from Cornelius, 

(4) The word of God (v. 16). 

It was a great day in the history of the Church. 
God was about to open the door of faith to the Gen- 
tiles. It was important that these should be no man- 
ner of doubt in the minds of any of God’s people that 
this was the will of the Lord concerning them. 

These six brethren. They had now accompanied 
Peter to Jerusalem and were there to substantiate the 
facts so far as they had witnessed them. Note how 
Peter seeks to explain and justify his action to the 
Church. Though he had been in some sense. the 
leader among the disciples, yet there is no trace of 
any exercise of his authority in putting down any 
questioning of his action. There is a beautiful humil- 
ity about his whole bearing that finds its echo in fits 
writings (cf. 1 Pet: 5:3-5). Note, too, how far 
removed all this is from the Romish views as to the 
primacy of Peter. It would have been well for the 
Church and for the world if the Popes who claim 
especially to be the representatives of Peter had al- 
ways exhibited Peter’s spirit. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The man of God. 


2. The Spirit of God. 
(1) In Peter. 
(2) In Cornelius. 


3. The. Word of God. 
Golden Topics 

1. Guidance. It was Peter praying that this guid- 
ance was given. The man must be in close touch with 
God who would be guided by God. 

2. The means of guidance. The four means used 
here may be divided into (1) and (3). Compare 


16 Then remembered I the word of the 
Lord, how that he said, John indeed bap- 
tized with water; but ye shall be baptized 


17 Forasmuch then as God gave them 
the like gift as he did unto us, who be- 
lievzd on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was 
I, that I could withstand God? 

18 When they heard these things, they 
held their peace, and glorified God, saying, 
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 





“What God Hath Cleansed” 
By Amos R. Wells 


SEE the great sheet that Peter saw, food allow- 

able, food beyond law, beasts permitted and beasts 
unclean, -a varied, disgusting, perplexing scene: 
I see the world as a crowded sheet, people that I am 
proud to meet, people offensive, insane, uncouth, 
2 wretched medley of age and youth. And I hear 
the Father gently say, ““ This is your food forever 
and aye, ugly and beautiful, bad and good, this is 
your whelesome.and heavenly food.*” ‘Then, pro- 
testing, I turn aside, but-he bids me cease from my 
ignorant pride. ‘‘ Bad and good in all things be. 
Find the good in the bad,’ says he. So, more 
humble and lowly and meek, waat the Father has 
cleansed I seek; whom the Father has made my 
friend, him will I love to the very end. Nothing 
is foul that God calls fair; nothing unblest that has 
his care; whatever this intricate world may show, 
all that he loves my love shall know. 














I remembered the word of the Lord, how 
he said, John indeed baptized with water ; 
but ye shall be baptized *in the Holy 
Spirit. 17 If then God gave unto them 
the like gift as he did also unto us, when 
we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I,,that I could withstand God? 18 
And when they heard these things, they 
held their peace, and glorified God, say- 
ing, Then to the Gentiles also hath God 
granted repentance unto life. 
4 Or, with. ~ , 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


for a similar division the four Gospels divided into 
the three Synoptics and the Gospel by John. | For 
other divisions made in the same way consider the 
materials of the Tabernacle, the coveriiigs of ‘the Tab- 
ernacle, the four orders of the priests and Levites. 
The fourfold description of the manna, the four pro- 
hibited animals, the four houses of God, and so on. In 
the present case one mode of guidance was super- 
natural and lies outside our ordinary range of experi- 
ence. This was the trance or vision. The other three 
are, or ought to be, normal. The voice of the Holy 
Spirit, the providences of life and the Word of God. 
These three are the common means that God. uses to 
convey the knowledge of his will to his child. When 
this threefold cord of guidance is indicated, and when 
it is clear that the message received along all three 
lines of communication is the same the Christian may 
confidently believe that he is in the will of God in obey- 
ing. 

3- Note that God is much more concerned about the 
outsiders than were his own people, even the apostles. 
The Church, it seems, would never have eyangelized 
the world if God had not constrained it by: his own 
power, If we are anxious about the unsaved, whether 
in this life or in that of the world to come, we may 
thankfully remember that our love is only a feeble, 
pale reflection of his. God’s love embraces the whole 
wide world (John 3:16). If we are truly in sym- 
pathy with Ged our love must in its feeble way seek 
to reach out to that great scope of his love. 

4. No angel can be an evangelist. The angel was 
sent to “Cornelius,. but his message was not the Gos- 
pel. .Only a sinner who has himself experienced sal- 
vation through God’s grace can be a preacher of that » 
salvation to others.” 


TunsrivceE WELts, Enc. 


we 
Questions-for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday. School Times--staff, —Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr.:Smith, and an Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. .Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in: the following issue? 


Wei words of Scripture are illustrated in Cor- 
nelius’ search for the full truth concerning God? 

2. With what words of Peter’s concerning Cornelius - 
do they agree? 

3. What record ig there of our Lord’s saying anything 
during his earthly ministry, directly or by implication, 
that the Gospel should be withheld from the Gentiles, or 
from any race? 

4. What definite statements of. our Lord show that 
the Gospel is available to all? Cite at least two refer- 
ences in Scripture. 

5. How may be explained the seeming conflict between 
Old Testament inhibitions concerning association with the 
“uncircumcised,” and the Holy Spirit’s sending - Peter 
with the Gospel to Cornelius, an “unclean” Gentile? 

6. What factor in this story is conspicuous from Acts” 
10: 44 through 11: 18? 

7. What do we learn.about the methods of -work of 
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Lesson for August 23 


the. Holy — through this event of the conversion 
of Cornelius 

8. What might this very incident of Peter’s preaching 
to Cornelius be called in words of Paul on the oneness 
of Jew and Gentile in Chritt Jesus? 

9. Who are those included in the description, “What 
God hath cleansed”? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The anewers to the pa questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issuc. 


we 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Martertats: Use your whole group for this 


lesson. 











eae many of you were born in America? 

Now where did your parents or your grand- 
parents come from? 

Here is a child whose parents came from Sweden, 


- and this. = os was English born, and this 


one had a n-born mother. ; 
Perhaps there js a child of Spanish or Italian de- 
scent, or even a child whose parents came from China 
or Japan. There may be a Greek or Syrian child. 
But no matter where you came from, this Gospel 
we preach fits you. Isn’t that wonderful? There is 
nothing else in the world that fits everybody as this 
does. And ev pefson must be saved. in just the 
same way: by belief in the Lord Jesus Christ; and the 
story is so plain and simple that the most ignorant 
savage can understand it, and accept Christ. ‘And 
the most learned man in the world must come to 
Christ. in the same way, simply as a little child. 
The only world brotherhood that counts for any- 
thing is one such as we have here this morning, where 
people from many nations are brothers in Christ Jesus. 
The same Lord is Lord of all. Is He your Lord? 
Mopesto, Cau. 
w 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


God’s Way of Changing Ideas.—Arise, Peter; 
slay and eat... The voice answered me again from 
heaven, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou 
coyxmon (Acts 11:8, 9), God seems to have all sorts 
of ways for changing the idéas of men. Sometimes 
the way is rough and sometimes it is gentle. In the 
Old Testament he gave Jonah a good whalin’. (Don't 
shoot!) Elijah got thunder and lightning plus a 
small voice (1 Kings 19:12). In the New Testament 
Paul a stroke on the Damascus road (Acts 9:3, 
4). eter is more gently treated with the famious 
vision of the let down sheet and its great company 
of animals fit for food. Each of us gets what we 
need when we need it for our change. Last night 
a company from Wheaton Colfege came to speak for 
us. Professor Boles, the biologist, had charge of the 
interesting party. Professor Boles told how he had 
been raised by a free-thinker father. He had joined 
church - without any real conversion. Then one sad 
day it all happened with him as it has with many 
another. “I was an idol worshiper,” he said. The 
“idol” being a little daughter. suddenly called 
her home. You probably know. Just as it is with 
my old cronies of the old Siwash days. “Bill is a 
crank on religion.”’ Then‘one day there comes a 
little white coffin on the premises and in an instant 
“Bill the crank” has his name changed to “You dear 
old Bill!” The letter I write is not filed under “R” 
with the tisual office correspondence, but is put aside 
in a special drawer to be on hand always and read 
over and over. tell me so. Religion is not such 
a joke in the supreme moments of life. Yes, God 
has all sorts of ways for turning the “Gentiles” 
heavenward, even to giving Peter this object lesson 
upon a housetop. I never ar, with Irreligion. It is 
a waste of words. Just wait and see how the Lord 
will handle the case. “I don’t believe that Jonah 
story,” snapped the Smart. One. “Well, what of it; 
what difference does that make to me?” I replied, 
and that ended it. 


The Big Fellows.—The Spirit bade me go with them 
(v. 12). Fhe arrival of the Cornelian delegation was 
all atune with the vision of Peter. The Holy Spirit 
was there to tell Peter what to do. “All things work 
together for good” in the early step out of Judaism 
of the Gospel (Rom. 8:28). “Things” continue to 
work in this very same way. Many a one actively 
engaged in Christian enterprises’ can tell of many oc- 
casions where finding himself strongly moved — almost 
a vision sometimes—to a course of action has: found 
himself divinely led to where opportunity was waiting. 
Not pérhaps a committee of Romans, likely only a 
woman at the well; or an Ethiopian in a chariot, or a 
Nicodemus by night, or some humble Gentile hungry 


Pea Aen dees My Pee Sees oS 
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to know the way of life. When you are told be sure 
and go, as the work has likely been done at the other 
end, as here. What a mistake Peter would have made 
had his fear of Jerusalem Headquarters been stronger 
than the power of his vision. Captain Cornelius, was 
a mighty important man, who could be of great service 
to the baby religion just learning to walk. You can 
be as democratic and anti-snob as you like, this fact 
remains: Men of the high place count. That’s why 
promoters of new enterprises like to get them on the 
board of directors. The new bank (Phil. 4; 22). A 
while ago I attended an evening service in a down- 
town Baltimore church. The church has a capacity 
congregation. Outside the streets were lined with 
parked cars. Among them was a big Pierce Arrow 
sedan. ‘Whose car is that?” we asked the policeman 
on guard. “His honor, the Mayor’s,” said the officer, 
“He belohgs to this church.” Right then and there 
importance was added to this plain downtown church, 
to which I had come as a stranger who had never 
heard of it until that very night. -And what a ser- 
mon the minister preached that night! Well, it did 
not hurt the early church when Cornelius and _ his 
circle were ready to identify themselves with it. 


The Three Points.—They held their peace, and glo- 
rifled God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life (v. 18). I take up this 
note on Lake George at Silver Bay, N. Y., attending 
a Y. M. C. A. conference held to emphasize the real 
mission of the Brotherhood, said mission being to 
win young men to the Lord and the Christian life. 
Among the speakers we have is Dr. Henry Crane of 
Scranton (Elm Street Methodist). There is a great 
company of young men here,. secretaries, physical 
directors, students, and a few old “pensioners” like 
me. Dr, Crane contends that Christianity is funda- 
mentally a life. “In him was life” (John 1:4); “I 
am come. that they might have life” (John 10: 10). 
And so Dr. Crane has given us three points of this 
Christian life that I want you fellows to get into your 
system. Say ’em over after me. First, Play the 
game according to the rules. Say it! Second, Keep 
in touch with the coach. Say it! Third. Exercise. 
Now all together — First — Second — Third! This 
Word of God. you hold in your hands is the book of 
rules. So study it diligently and carefully, for out 
of it are the issues of the game of life (Prov. 4: 23). 
The Coach is Jesus Christ himself in the Holy Spirit. 
The exercise is out working to save men and build 
them up in Christian character. You can develop 
the idea according to your taste and the capacity of 
your audience. The third thing to do, in the terms 
of the text is to “sell” the “Gentiles” the God-granted 
“repentance unto life.” In commercial lines the reward 
of the salesman depends upon how hard he is willing 
to work. Life insurance. This is how Peter and 
Associates got the new religion to market, if one is 
permitted to use business terms in things that pertain 
to the ‘kingdom of God. After breaking through the 
wall of Jewish contempt for the rest of the world, the 
new religion could stretch its wings and soar over 
land and sea and drop its blessings upon a dark and 
hopeless world. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday Schoo) Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Third Quarter 
1. July 5.—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 1 76-14; 2: 1-47 
2. July 12—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
Acts 3:1 to 4:31; 1 Cor. 1: 21-25 
3. July 19.—Social Service in the Early Church. 
Acts 4: 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9 : 36-30; 2 Cor. 9: 1-15 
4- July 26.—Chfistianity Spread by Persecution. 
Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11: 19-21; 26:9-11; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19 
5. August 2.—Philip’s Missionary Labors...... Acts 8: 5-40 
6. August 9.—Saul Converted and Commissioned. 
Acts 9 : 1-31; 2a: 3-21; Gal. 1 213-47; 1 Tim, 1 : 12-17 
7. August 16. Sowing and Reaping. 
(Temperance Lesson.).............00005 Galatians 6: 1-10 
& August 23.—A Gospel for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 11:18; 1 Cor. 1: 23-25 
9. August 30.—The Mission to Cyprus. Acts 12:25 to 13:12 
10. September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13 : 13-52; Rom. 1 : 14416; 11 : 1-24 
11. September 13.—Some Missionary Experiences. 
Acts 14; Ephes, 6 : 10-20 
12. September 20.—The Council in Jerusalem. 
Acts 15 : 1-35; Gal. a 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Asia. 


Fourth Quarter 

1. October 4.—The Macedonian. Call. 
_Acts 15 : 36 to 16:15; Rom. 15 : 18-21 
2. October ‘11.—Paul in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4 : 4-9 

_ 3- October 18—Paul in Thessalonica and Berea, 
Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thess. a: 1-12 
4 October 25.—Paul in Corinth ..... Acts 18: 13-17; 1 Cor. 13 
5- November 1.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 

Gal, 5 : 13-26; Rom. 13% 1-14 
6. November 8--Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Egh. 5 : 5-11 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar ‘is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The. full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of me Fay) text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print. 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


The Only Religion that Angers Men.—Bui we 
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling- 
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness (1 Cor. 1:23). 
The fact that organized atheism and the world at 
large make no fight on the “easy” religions is evi- 
dence of the truth that atheism is the logic of all 
forms of unbelief. I stood on a street corner in Oak- 
land, which seems to be given over to Young Com- 
munist agitation, and saw an old man begin preach- 
ing Christ and the Bible. He was surrounded in an 
instant by a hostile crowd, and literally pushed and 
carried into the street, where traffic forbade his speak- 
ing. Then a Christian young man drove up to the 
curb in his automobile and, standing on the running+ 
board; began preaching the power of the blood of 
Christ to save men from sin: He was immediately the 
object of. heckling; a rope was secured and the at- 
tempt made to lasso him; there was a terrific uproar, 
insults and catcalls were hurled at him, and his ma- 
chine jostled and tampered with until he had to cease. 
At the time all this was going on a group of Mor- 
mons were holding a meeting on the corner opposite, 
They were not disturbed or molested in any way. 
Why? bine: were preaching Joseph Smith. rather 
than Jesus. Christ—From an ex-Atheist, in The Sun- 
rs Times. -Sent by Albert. Mygatt, Spencer, 


Man’s Idea of Saintliness.— Because the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men (v. 25). Raphael has a beau- 
tiful: painting of the miraculous. draught of fishes, It 
is an Italian scene, Romish, instead of Galilean and 
Jewish. The apostles are clad in gorgeous garments 
instead of fishing garb. Why is this?. Because the 
artist’s conception of ‘saintliness centers in surround- 
ings, circumstances, garments, forms, ceremonies, and 
so forth. Let us ever remember that.a.tough, tanned, 
freckled fisherman can be a saint in Christ Jesus; a 
man in the most humble position, clad in the coarsest 
clothes. I know a man in New York who collects 
dishes in a restaurant, but he is a saint in Christ 
Jesus.—From Canon F. E. Howitt, in Christ Life. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S; D. 


When God Sends a Dream.—I was in the city of 
Joppa praying: and in a trance.I saw a vision (Acts 
11:5). While a missionary, heavily burdened for a 
certain tribe, arose to pray night after night about 
the matter, a young woman of the tribe dreamed that 
God spoke to her, telling her to speak to her people 
to put away all ju-jus and every filthy thing, and 
hold God. Then while this missionary struggled 
through jungles to get to this village, they were heed- 
ing her word and planting a rude cross in front of the 
war-king’s house, and destroying all the ju-jus and 
medicine from the devil-rocks. When the missionary 
arrived, what a service! There was impassioned 
preaching of Christ, followed by shouts of deliverance 
and every evidence of the shakings of the Holy Spirit. 
Sincegthen they have built a church, and a tried and 
true Kroo convert has been sent to live with them 
as their teacher and pastor. The fire has spread to 
adjacent and larger towns.—From The King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D 


The Negro’s True Compliment.—Making no dis- 
tinction (v. 12, R. V.). Once, after a certain Phila- 
delphia minister had completed the service, as he was” 
leaving the poly he was met by an old colored man, ° 
a former slave. The tears were rolling down his 
cheeks, and. he said: Oh, Massa Allen! dat was a 
heap good sermon yo’ gave us today. I understood 
ev'ry word. Yo’ preached just as if Yo’ was one of 
us niggers.” The minister was delighted with the 
compliment. It was one of the best he had ever re- 
ceived.—From the Christian Herald, Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark,. Ohio. 


When a Jewish Boy Laughed.—There is no dif- 
ference between the Jew and the Greek (Golden 
Text). Many years ago when I was yet a small boy 
in. Cheder (Hebrew School), I once laughed out very 
heartily at something one of my schoolmates said or 
did. The rabbi, hearing it, rushed up to me, and slap- 
ing me on the ‘mouth, said, “Jews in Goless [exile] 
must not laugh like this’ . Why? I wondered, but 
was afraid to ask. Why could other children iaugh 
without being punished like this? Others afterward 
explained to me that “when the Messiah comes then 
we shall be able to laugh to our hearts’ content,” .So 
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from that day I -began to wait for. the 
Messiah with a great and intense long- 
ing.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Howard M, Green, Hornell, N.Y. 


Why Do We Stop Short?—JFor the 
same Lord over all 1s rich unto all that 
call upon him (Golden Text). Let us 
grasp intelligently the program of God. 
Here it is, clearly revealed in the Word 
of God. But oh, how many of us stop 
short. We stop him short. It is just as 
if we went to a wealthy man for a con- 
tribution to some piece of work that 
commended itself to his judgment. We 
see him take out his check book, and he 
puts down “1” with an “o” against it. 
We say, “Tiiank you very much.” He 
says, “What are you thanking me for? 
I am going to put two more oo’s to it, 
You are thanking me for ten pounds, 
when I meant to give you a thousand 
pounds.” We thank our Father for ten 
poufids when he wants to give us a thou- 
sand pounds; and he wants to make us 
spiritual millionaires; and he will do so 
if we will only enter into his wonderful 

rogram of blessing—From “5000 Best 

odern Iilustrations.”. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. Prise illus- 
tration. 


7 
From the Platform 


_ By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that the Good News is for 
all, . No one of us is shut out from the 
wonders of thy love in the salvation offered 
through thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Forgive ‘our dullness of spiritual understand- 
ing, our stubborn wills, our unwillingness 
to commit to thee all that we are. May we 
who: have had the precious benefits of hear- 
ing the Gospel again and again not only ac- 
cept the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, but do 
whatever we can to let others near and far 
know about him, who is rich unto all that‘ call 
upon him. In his dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It may seem 
strange to us that Jesus’ own disciples 
needed to be taught that the Gospel was 





ONE LORD OF ALL 
TELL OTHERS! 











for others besides the Jews. How many 
things these devoted friends of his had 
to learn! But you know even now some 
folks seem to think that the Gospel is 
especially for their kind of folks, or for 
others within a mile or two of home. 
How ashamed we should be when we 
think of how little we do to give: the 
Good News to others, and remember that 
Christians who not long ago were raw 
heathen in the islands of the South Seas 
are now giving money for foreign mis- 
sions in other regions! Perhaps we need 
just such a lesson as Peter needed. Can 
a Christian haye the Good News, and 
just keep it to himself, or for his own 
kind of people, and still be a true fol- 
lower of the Lord who is Lor of all? 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Lesson Hymns 
“*Whosoever Will.’” 
“ ‘Whosoever’ Means Me.” 
“Abundantly Able to Save.” 
“Christ Receiveth Sinful Men.” 
“Him That Confeth Unto Me.” 
“I Know God’s Prpmise is True.” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


CTS 10:1 to 11:18. Have two or 

three helpers meet with you. during 
the week, From pieces of cardboard have 
them cut out a key for each pupil in the 
class. On one side of the key print, “The 
Key of the Kingdom of Heaven,” and 
on the other side, “Whosoever believeth 
in Him shall receive remission of sins.” 
Let the teacher give the keys to the chil- 
dren, and ask if they remember that the 
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Lord Jesus promised Peter that he should 
have the keys of the kingdom of Heaven. 
That meant that Peter should be first to 
preach to people about the Saviour. Peter 
used the keys on the Day of Pentecost, 
and three thousand people believed and 
entered the kingdom. These people were 
all Jews. The Lord had told the disciples 
to tell the Good News to the Jews first, 
and then they were to go and tell it to 
all the world. It had heen about eight 
years now since the Lord had given 
this command, and still they had not 
preached to any but Jews. . 

We are fearning this week about a 
Roman officer named Cornelius who was 
knocking at the door of the kingdom. 
God heard the prayer of Cornelius, and 
sent an angel to tell him to send for Peter 
to open the door for him, Cornelius 
sent three men right away for Peter who 
was still at Joppa, where in answer to his 
prayer, the Lord had raised Dorcas from 
the dead. Joppa was a little over thirty 
miles away, and no doubt the three men 
rode strong army horses, but they did 
not reach Joppa until the next day early 
in the afternoon, and they were just. in 
time, for the Lord had taught Peter a 
lesson, too. .. : 

Who. can tell what Peter saw when 
he was on the housetop praying? Ex- 
plain to the class that when the Lord 
gave the “chosen people” the Law, he had 
forbidden them to eat certain kinds of 
meats. So they could not eat with other 
people; and when Peter saw all kinds of 
animals in his dream, and heard the 
Lord. say, “Slay and eat,” he did not 
understand, and perhaps thought the Lord 
was trying him. He told the Lord that 
he had never eaten anything “common or 
unclean.” The Lord ‘said, “What God 
hath cleansed, that call not thou common.” 
This. means that God is able to save all 
races of people. j x 

About this time the men whom Cor- 
helius sent reached the house, and called 
for Peter, and when the Holy Spirit told 
him to go with them he obeyed. _When 
they reached the home of Cornelius they 
found that he had invited some of_ his 
friends and kin people to hear the Good 

ews. 

Peter explained to Cornelius that it is 
not lawful for a Jew to go to the home 
or keep company with people of another 
nation, but that God had taught him that 
he must not call any man “common or un- 
clean.” Then Cornelius told how he had 
prayed to God, and that God had sent 
an angel to tell him to send for Peter 


who would bring him a. message from 
God.. .Then Peter: understood the vision 
he had. seen, and knew that God had 
planned to save people of all nations. It 
was a happy meeting, and Peter gladly 
told the people in the home of the Ro- 
man officer about the world’s Saviour — 
his beautiful life, his death and resurrec- 
tion, and that God had made him Judge 
of all men. Then Peter opened the door 
of the kingdom, and told the people how 
tney could enter. Tell the children to 
look on their keys and read, “Whosoever 
believeth in Him shall receive remission 
of sins.” Explain this message to the 
class. Since all people have sinned, they | 
need the King’s pardon before they can 
enter his kingdom, and they receive it by 
believing on his Son as their Saviour. 
The people believed Peter’s message, and 
entered the open door. The Holy Spirit 
came into their hearts, making them very 
happy. Then they were baptized like 
other Christians. 

When Peter went to Jerusalem. he told 
the other apostles about his vision, and 
about the Gentiles believing on the Lord, 
and receiving the Holy Spirit. Then they 
understood that the Lord had died for 
ail the world. : 

Sing, “Tell It Again.” 

Curnton, S. C. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Rise — Kill — Eat! 
Discussion: Let’s stand them up in 

a row, by name—the enemies of our 

best service to Jesus Christ — examine 

them critically; and consider the best 

’ ways to kill them. 

Objective: Unhampered service to our 

King. 














AY, fellows, three little words come 

bringing to us the meat of the les- 
son today —little in spelling, but big in 
action. Have you ever noticed how words 
of one syllable carry the big currents 
of thought and action? There’s Life, 
Grace, Love, Faith, Hope, Live, Die, 
Gain, Loss, Win, Lose, All, None, Give, 
Keep, “Gol”—and God and _ Christ! 
You will think of many others, It is 
amazing how much can be expressed in 
the simplest words of the janguags, I 
have just read the whole of John Bun- 


is none righteous, no, 
notone: = Rom. 39,10 

**For there is no differ-’ 
ence between the Jew 
and the Greek: for the 
same Lord over all is 
rich unto all that call up- 
on Him?” Rom. 10:12; 


Seeing it i God, 
which fall justly. the 


circumcision by faith, 
and the uncircumcision 
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yan’s story, “Pilgrim's Progress,” writ- 
ten in words 
not have thought ‘such a thing possible; * 
but it was reduced to that a half century- 
ago, and I am just now. getting to it. 

Now here we.have these three little . 
words, uttered in one of the most mo- 
mentous sentences ever spoken; surely so 


to release the Gospel from its- Jewish 
bounds to spread its btessing over all 
the world. 

“Rise, Peter; kill and eat!” There - 
they are: Rise, Kill, Eat. 

The command came from God to Peter 
while he was on the housetop, in a trance. 
Peter had gone up there at noon to pray. 
It was at the home of Simon the tanner, 


Simon had not yet gotten the noon meal 
ready; so Peter went up on the roof to « 
put in the time praying while he waited 
for furich. Most-of the homes in Joppa « 
had flat roofs; a stairway usually led 
up to the roof from outside, and it: was 
quite a common thing to rest there. Peter - 
evidently found it a convenient retreat 
for prayer. It was a very good thing 
for him to y while waiting for the 
meal, certainly much better than fidget- > 
ing around downstairs and perhaps ‘get- 
ting Mrs. Simon flustered. It ‘was put- ~ 
ting that odd bit of time to a good pur- : 
pose. * Besides, Peter needed much time 


Just now there was surging in him some 
conflicting emotions, I feel sure, and: only 
the Holy Spirit could afford him the 
tranquillity of settled conviction. Peter 
was a Jew, and by tradition, by training, 
by prejudice, and all that had gone into - 
his rearing he was bound'with the thought - 
that the Messiah and the Gospel which 
he (Peter) was preaching, was exclus- 
ively for the Jews. But he could not get 
out of his memory words that his Lord 
had spoken while on -earth, showing 
plainly that the Gospel was for all the 
world, all nations, all mankind: “For 
God so loved the werld, that he gave his . 
only begotten Son, that whosoever —”’ 
and he had told the eleven when he as- 
cended to the Father, “Go ye therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations.” 
Peter thought he had settled that matter 
for himself.* As for him, he was for thé 
Jews. And now when he drops off to 
sleep on the roof waiting for his dinner, 
God shows him a vision of animals and 
reptiles and birds, let down from Heaven 
in a sheet, caught at the four. corners, 
and says, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat!” 
“What, Lord! Not those unclean things ~ 
I have always been taught I should not 
eat!” answers. Peter. And again God 
said, “What God hath cleansed, that call 
not thou common.” . And. Peter sees 
clearly and convincingly that. he is to 
preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. So 
here come, at that very. moment, the mes- 
sengers from: Cornelius, the Roman cen--: 
turion—a_ Gentile— asking for Peter’s 


Nihelp; the Holy Spirit- said, “Go with 


them,” and the thing is'confirmed. beyond 
a doubt. 

Fellows, the Lord is saying these three 
words to you and me today. Rise! Get 


‘| up. “Son of man, stand upon thy feet, 


and I will speak unto thee,” said the 
Spirit to Ezekiel when he -received the 
call to be a great prophet for God; and 
Ezekiel says, “The spirit entered into me 
when he spake unto me, and set me upon 
my feet” (Ezek. 2: 1,-2).. When.a sol- 
dier receives an order from.his superior 


salute — every nerve and muscle alert. 
_ Kill! Slay that prejudice; ‘slay that 
indifference; slay those fears — those 
doubts; slay that reséntment, that jeal- 
ousy, that. covetousness, that impurity; 
slay everything that may weaken your 
hands in the service of your Master — 
yes, even the debatable things! ‘Get on 
whatever the hindrance is and stamp the 
life out of it; kill-it. The work he has 
for you to do is too high and fine to mix 
-t with anything that defiles or degrades. 
We alt have something in us that 
makes us want to smash something. Here 
is where we can exercise that propensity 
without stint — killing the enemies of our 
best service, ‘ 





Eatf And this is our satisfaction: the 





of - one. syllable! _-I would & 


for the Gentiles, for it was the signal .. ‘ 


in Joppa. Peter was hungry; Mrs. © 


for prayer; he had heavy responsibilities. - 





officer, ‘he stands at attention, with a ~ 











Lesson for August 23 


eating. When you lose your appetite for 
Something to eat, you are in bad health. 
God made the normal body so that it 
enjoys food — and the better the appetite, 
the greater the enjoyment. It is nothing 
to be ashamed of. “Every man also to 
whom God hath given riches and wealth, 
and hath given him’ power to eat thereof, 
and to take his portion, and to rejoice jn 
his labour; this is the gift of God” 
(Eccles. 5:19). One of the greatest 
physical delights of life is to be hungry 
ma to satisfy one’s. appetite with good 
food. 

But, fellows, the satisfaction afforded 
by physical eating under the best condi- 
tions is not to be compared with the sat- 
isfaction of a spiritual square meal. To 
render a real service to Jesus Christ 
consciously and intelligently — and then, 
with that marvelous “receiving set” which 
he thas placed within us for the purpose, 
to see his smile of approval and hear his 
yoice saying, “Well done, thou good and 
-faithful servant!” — that is eating that is 
joy unspeakable. 

Remember,. fellows, Peter was think- 
ing; Peter was off to himself, praying ; 
Peter was wanting to see the clear path 
of duty; and God honored his thinking, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories ” 
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his seclusion, his praying, and his want- 
ing to know. Then he said: “Rise, Peter; 
kill and eat!” 


GrEENsRORO, N. C, 
w 


_ Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


i! Be answers to the following ques- 
| tions will be found in the issue of 
Curist1AN. YouTH containing this les- 
son, The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of. CurisTIAN YoutH, ‘which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company, Classes are discovering 
the interest ard practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisTIAN YoutTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpAY 
Scnoot Times. 

If your class is not taking the 
paper, you can try, it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1, Who had a vision while waiting for 
dinner ? 

2. Why should such a mixture of ani- 
mals, birds, and insects.be especially dis- 
gusting to a hungry Jew? : 


3. What was inconsistent in Peter’s re- 
ply to the command to rise, kill, and eat? 


4. In what two ways did God make 
plain the meaning of the vision? ~ 


5. What precaution did Peter take 
against being misunderstood on thi. er- 
rand by the other Christians? 


6..What event in Czsarea confirmed 
the fact that the vision was from God, 
and not caused by Peter’s hunger? 


Remember it is not enough to’ be in 


‘church, we must be in Christ. It is not 


enough .to call ourselves by the name of 


‘Christ; we must have. the mind. of Christ 


and the spirit of Christ—Dr.. Donald 


_Davidson, in the Keswick Calendar. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The First Bearers of Christianity: 
Learning: 

(1) To accept all men. 
(2) To preach to all men, 
(3) To love all men as brothers. 














big gees back to the story of these 
first carriers of the Gospel we shall 
find. our chart of The Acts helpful. (It 
was printed in the Times with the first 
and third lessons of this Quarter, and is 
being reprinted again this week on 
this. page.) Refer to it and you will 
see that we are still studying in the sec- 
tion of the book designated “Peter’s Min- 
istry to the Jews,” chapters 1-12. This 
is the large theme of this entire section, 
though we have read of. Philip’s and 
Saul’s preaching, too, — his first attempts, 
after his conversion, But all their preach- 
ing had been to Jews (or those half- 
Jews, the Samaritans), though some were 
not even living in Judza at this time. 
Their Lord’s explicit command to preach 
his Gospel to “all the nations” had not as 
yet been obeyed, though they had begun 
“in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria,” where the Jews so largely 
lived. 

With this lesson we learn, as they did, 
that “God is no respecter of persons: but 
in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is ‘accepted with 
him” (Acts 10:34, 35). And it was 


“Peter, the. most intensely Jewish of them 


all in some ways, to whom God taught 
this lesson, through whom the rest of 
those first bearers learned it, through 
whose. experience we also must learn 
to accept all men, preach to them and 
love them, as possible brothers in Christ 
Jesus. 

¢1) This whole story is told with full 
and careful details—really twice over 
(chaps. 10 and 11) — with evident empha- 
sis, that we may all surely learn this 
lesson of world brotherhood. All men 
are brothers by creation of one God, and 
all men are potential brothers in Christ. 
To- accept all. men as such brothers was 


-perhaps the hardest lesson. in their new 


faith, to those’ first Jewish . Christians. 


. Peter’s vision, let down to him by God at 
.just the best time for him to learn this, 
‘was more startling to him than we who 








fag wy nae 


Tarsus 


Jerusalem 


Jerusaiem 


ascus 
Arabia = [cyprus ced oni 
Jerusalem jGalatia fast 





* 439 


have been learning this lesson for two 
thousand years can realize. 


(2) But in prompt obedience to his 
heavenly vision Peter “accepted” those 
Gentile messengers fro’ a Roman cap- 
tain, and went and preached 'to him and 
his whole household the very same story 
of salvation through faith in Jesus as the 
Christ that he had preached to thousands 
of Jews. Now sure your girls note 
this first preaching to Gentiles was blessed 
by the Holy Spirit himself, and as he 
had blessed that to the P bogged the 
same signs and power. Both Peter’s vis- 
ion and Peter’s preaching were clearly 
his acts, through Peter, as we have found 
him acting in apd through the lives of 
all these first bearers of the Christian 
message. 

(3) And better still, Peter did this 
preaching in a manner to prove that it 
was with genuine love for these new 
“brothers” — not of compulsion of con- 
science only. His own account of all 
that had occurred in Cornelius’ house, 
when he returned to report to the apos- 
tles and Jewish “brethren” in Jerusa- 
lem (who had been severely shocked by: 
Peter’s action), breathes such a spirit of 
true brotherly love that he won over 
his critics to his new viewpoint. At 
least “they held their peace” when they 
heard Peter’s story, especially when he 
reminded them that. the Holy Spirit has 
attested his presence and approval, in 
Cornelius’ house. (See Acts 11: 17, 18.) 


Home Study 


Choose chapter names for Acts 10 and 
II, to write over those spaces on your 
chart. What is your selection for a key 
verse for each of them? Note this also, 
by reference. Now count and mark every 
mention of the Holy Spirit in this beauti- 
ful story of the first full-brothers-in- 
Christ. Is there not some girl you can 
win for such a sister? 


Decatur, Ga: 
- 4 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of August 16) 


1. “Bear ye one another’s burdens” and 


-“every man shall bear his own. burden” 


seem. directly contradictory, but experience 
faves both can. be, often. are true, in one 
ife. 


2. If we are ‘concerned to lighten an- 
other’s load by bearing it for him, we are 
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not likely to make it heavier for him by 
faultfinding. 

3. “Who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the ‘tree’ (1- Pet. 2: 24). 
Also see 2 Corinthians 8: 9. 

4. Does not Romans 12: 3‘throw light on 
this same teaching, and in very similar 
phrases ? 


s. “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in 
the faith; prove your own selves” (2 Cor, 
13: 5). 

6. “Every tub must stand on its own bot- 
tom,” s 

7. Gentleness in judging others, with .a 
readiness to belp them overcome the sin; 
and close’ scrutiny. of one’s own life in 
order to test it by the revealed Word and 
will of God; these are the two very dif- 
ferent attituiés. toward sin in others and 
in self. 

8. There had been a grievous case of sin 
in church at Corinth.. And this sinner 

been so sternly rebuked by the church 
that Paul was afraid that the man might 
get so discouraged as to be swallowed up 
of sorrow (2 Cor. 2:7, 8). 


9. The law-of seed and growth and crops 
is God's law set in nature. To reverse it 
or pervert it would be a mockery to God. 

10. This theme of living for the flesh 
or in the Spirit ins with Galatians 5: 
13, and there should be no break (as at 
present with the new chapter number at 
6:1) until we reach 6: 11, 

11. The new law of liberty, the law of 
love for one’s neighbor, endorsed by our 
Lord himself, is Paul’s foundation for this 
whole appeal (Gai. 5: 1%, 14), which finds 
its climax in reaping the life everlasting 
(Gal. 6: 8). . 








[ Children at Home | 


Jumper Runs Away 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


HERE were three children in the 

family, — Jumper, Fluffy, and Feather- 
tail, and oh, what perfectly delightful 
times they did have in their own Dig 
oak free! To be sure, there was not 
very much room to play inside the little 
squirrels’ nest, but there was plenty of 
room outside, and it was safe enough too, 
so long as they stayed in that particular 
tree. Mother Squirrel was very cross 
indeed if they broke the bounds and 
swung over into the limbs of a big beech 
tree near by, and she worked herself 
into a real temper if they ran down the 
tree trunk onto the smooth lawn, then 
up Anis the maple at the edge of the 
par 

One day in the late autumn, Mother 
Squirrel started on one of her trips to 
a-certain far-away chestnut. She was 
working very hard, laying in the win- 
ter’s supply of nuts. Jumper, Fluffy, 
and Feather-tail were, of course, quite 
large enough to help, but the grass in 
the park ‘was kept very short and smooth, 
with so few places in it where young 
and inquisitive little squirrels could hide, 
so it was feally far safer for them to 
remain at hore, daytimes at least. 

“Now, remember,” cautioned Mother 
Squirrel for the tenth time that day, 
“you are not to play outside your own 
tree, especially while I am_ gone.” 
PP will remember,” promised Feather- 


“If you don't, something dreadful wilf 


surely happén to you,” warned Mother 


. Squirrel, as she scooted out of her store- 


house and down the tree. The day was 
nearly over and she still had a great 
deal to do. 

*She’s always: saying that,” grumb 
Jumper. “Nothing ever does happen.” 

“Well, it might,” declared little sister 
Fluffy. “Mother knows.” 

For a while all three played tag hap- 
pily together as usual. then Jumper grew 
tired of the big oak tree. “I want to 
go over to the maple, where you can 
see up and down the street,” he decided, 
“and I’m going, too! Are you coming 
with me?” 

“No, we're not!” cried Feather-tail 
crossly, “and you better mind what 
Mother says, Jumper Squirrel!” 

But Jumper flirted his big tail and 
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whisked down the tree. He was over 
the lawn and into the maple before you 
could say, “Jack Robinson’ |! 

My, what a tree to play in! And the 
view | —.why, you could see whole blocks 
up and down the street, and far over 
the roofs of houses on the other side! 
Jumper looked and_ looked. 

Suddenly a terrible “ding-dong! ding- 
dong!” sounded out from the big house 
just across ‘the street. Jumper knew it 
was the schoolhouse bell, but never be- 
fore had it sounded so close, so almost 
on top of him. It made him afraid — 
oh, very much afraid! And when, a 
moment later, a great crowd of noisy 
boys and girls poured out of the big 
doors, the little: squirrel was really too 
frightened to move. So he sat very 
still on the big limb that hung right 
out over the sidewalk. ' 

A number, of children passed beneath 
without seeing him, and he began to 
wonder if after all he wasn’t going to 
escape notice. And then—the very 
noisiest biggest ‘boy. of all looked up 
into the maple, straight at Jumper. © 

“Hey!” he shout “look there, will 
you! There’s a young squirrel!” . 

“Oh, let’s make him run!” cried an- 
other ‘boy. , 

“Sure, I'll make him!” And the big- 
gest boy picked up a stick and threw it 
into the tree. 

Poor. Jumper never knew just how it 
was that he was able to fly down that 
tree, over the lawn, and up his own famil- 
iar oak, for all those noisy, terrifyi 
humans were right at his heels, it see 
But he reached the: home nest at last, 
half dead with weariness and fear. 
Mother Squirrel was there now, but she 
was too frightened herself to say a word 
to him. 

“Say, I know they’ve got a lot of nuts 
laid up there!” cried the biggest boy 
whose name was Jack. 

“Let’s shin up the tree and get ’em,” 
suggested another, 

“Not in these clothes,” said Jack. 
“We'll wait till tomorrow. It’s Satur- 
day, and we can have a lot of fun getting 
the nuts and squirrels both.” ~ 

The others ‘agfeed. to this, and pres- 
ently the whole ¢rowd of them trooped 
away. 

Mother Squirrel sighed with relief, but 
her face was very sad. “I must get busy 
at once,” she said, “and find us a new home 
in this park. Daddy will come and help 
me hunt, and aftér we have found some 
place that will do, you children may help 
carry the nuts into it. But until then, 
don’t any of you so much as show the 
tip of his tail out the door here.” 

In a moment she was gone, and the 
three little squirrels huddled fearfully 
together in the little home nest that must 
so soon be given up. Jumper was wish- 
ing oh, so hard, that he had been good 
and obedient. But wishes didn’t help a 
bit — it was too late for them now. 

‘Nearly all> that night Mother and 
Daddy Squirrel searched, and at last, 
just hefore dawn, they found a very 
smal] place in an old pine tree away 
on the other side of the park. And then 
what a hurrying and scurrying there was, 
for as many as possible of the winter 
store of nuts must be moved into the 
new home without delay. Each of the 
five squirrels filled his pockets full and 
made as many trips as he could. (Of 
c know that a squirrel’s pockets 
are his checks.) But even™ though 
they ked very hard and fast, when 
the sun arose in the morning,- there were 
a great many nuts left in the old home. 

The boys came soon, dressed now for 


tree climbing. Up went - Jack, and: all |i 


the others with him, for the oak was 
a large one, and could hold a dozen 
boys and never feel it. They came to 
the squirrel hole, and one of them reached 
in a cautious hand. But no squirrel-was 
there. 

Make bs. left,” said the boy disgust- 


y. 

“But -there’s a bushel or two of nuts 
in here,” said Jack. “Let’s go and get 
buckets or something to put ’em in.” 

This they did, and before noon had 
come, the boys had stolen all the store 
of nuts that the squirrels had taken days 
and weeks to gather, 





Now Jack had at home a little sister 
named Gracie, and Gracie owned two 
very nice things, —a tender, loving heart, 
and a brand new red purse with a whole 
handful of pennies in it. She heard, of 
course, about the robbing of the squirrel’s 
nest, and she felt so sorry about it. 
When she had told Daddy and Mother, 
they felt sorry, too. 

“I tell you what we'll do, Graciekins,” 
said Daddy: “You and I will go down 
to Peters’ store and buy new -nuts for 
the squirrels. You have quite a lot of 
money in that red purse, haven’t you?” 

“Oh, yes, I have!” lied Gracie, her 
eyes dancing with delight. “Can we go 
now, right off?” 

“Yes, come on,” said Daddy. 

“Here,” cried. Jack, who had*heen lis- 
tening with a dreadful shamed feeling 
in his heart, “here, Punkin, I'll give you 
some of my pennies, too,—all of 
and you can get the squirrels a lot o 
nuts. I’m sorry we took theirs all 
ee: 

“Thank you, Son,” said Daddy gravely, 
as he took the offered money. 

Mr. Peters was a very understanding 
pérson.. When he heard about the squir- 
rels; he declared he would give some 
nuts on his. own account, for hadn’t his 
boy Tom been one of the number who 
robbed the poor squirrels? 

So bag after bag was filled, with wal- 
nuts and butternuts, hickory nuts and 
chestnuts, and hazelnuts, too, There were 
inore, oh, a great many more than 
Gracie’s little red purse and its four- 
teen pennies could have paid for. Then 
on top of all that, good Mr. Peters put 
into a special bag a half dozen very large 
nuts—-can you guess what kind they 
were? Yes, doughnuts! “For dessert,” 
he said, with a twinkle in his eye. 

That evening, Gracie and her father 
put all the nuts into an old half bushel 
basket, with the doughnuts on top, and 
together they went to the park. It was 
very dark and still there. Daddy did not 
go near the oak that was so close to 
the schoolhouse road, but made straight 
for the other side of the park. There, 
after a little looking around, he spied 
a broken-off limb high up on an old pine 
tree, and on that they hung the basket. 

Now, it happened that this was the 
very pine where the new squirrel home 
was being arranged. And when, an hour 
or so later, Mother Squirrel “crept cau- 
tiously down the tree, she. saw the strange 
but wonderfully good-smelling thing that 
hung there. oe 

Was it—yes, it was—nuts! Every 
kind and all kinds,—even doughnuts! 
My, wasn’t the heavenly Father good 
to send them such a surprise? Just 
when they needed it so much, too! 

“Jumper, Fluffy, and Feather-tail!” she 
called, “come down here quickly! Some 
one has brought us a feast! If you will 
‘each work very hard tonight carrying 
these nuts up to the storehouse, you shall 
have a whole sugary doughnut apiece 
as a reward!” 

The little squirrels had never in their 
lives. had such a treat, and’ you may be 
sure they did work hard until every nut 
was safely put away for the winter, 

And at the doughnut party, Jumper 
told them solemnly that never, never 
again would he leave the home tree until 
‘Mother said it was quite right and-safe 
to do so. 

Toxyo, JAPAN. 
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Represent? 
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Have you ever seen 


“Double 
Trouble’’? 


O; IT isn’t a book. It is a little settle- 
ment in the Jersey pines. 

















































































Queer name for a place where any folks 
live, isn’t it? 


But there it is—‘‘ Double Trouble ”— 
sand, pine trees, a few houses, a few folks. 


Just now.a;good many folks are living in 
places, in circumstances, among cojiiditions 
that they may:think ought to be called by 
that name! 


And they’re not trying to run: away 
from “ Double Trouble,” but they’re asking 
how to live cheery, trustful, radiant lives, 
right -there. 


To many it seems to make a great dif- 
ference to have THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
at home. Their letters say so. 

And there is a new book, “Living 
Through These Days,” that folk say is so 
very clarifying, encouraging, and comfort- 
ing to “Double Trouble” folk, wherever 
they live. Qne-woman writes: 


“Your blessed, blessed book, ‘ Living Through 
These Days,’ cane yesterday, and I haye been 
reading -it-with deep, heart-stirring joy and.grati- 
tude. God«bless you —I know he does — has 
—and:will! ‘This .is .a-precious companion to 

_my oft lent and loved “When the Days Seem 
Dark’ [by the-same author]. 

“Surely the Lord has: raised you up for-this 
ministry of comfort .and strengthening for storm- 
tossed:souyls, .I find I mastimail this. away to- 
momow unfinished. to .a friend, and I find I 
must have-some copies. for.other déar ones in sore 
trouble just now : so I. am-enclosing money order 
for:three copies, and I want themat top speed !’’ 


Wouldn’t you like to.own the book? 
Wouldn’t you like to. send. THE SuNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES to five -of your friends ? 


Here’s the way: : 

‘We.shall be glad tesend you without chore 
a copy of “Living Through These Days,” by 
Philip .E. Howard, if you will send us five Ten 
Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times at 25 cents each. The 
book and five ten weeks subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times for the price of the book 
alone, only $1.25. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
327 North Thirteenth Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 











Girls’ Problems of Today | 





Discussed by Mother Ruth | 
































Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be te Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School 323-327 


answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: One often hears the 
statement that it would be very easy to 
live a Christian life in a Christian environ- 
ment. I thought this myself until I went 
to work in a Christian organization where 
all the employees are Christians. 

has been vety gracious to me in giv- 
ing me a position of this kind, and in such 
an environment, but I have discovered that 
I must live closer to my Lord tham ever 
before in order that I shall make good my 
testimony among my fellow workers, since 
we are all so human and the Enemy of souls 
is so busy. However, my problem is not 
how to get close to God so that my testi- 
mony may ring true and that I may. be able 
to handle every situation as a Christian 
should, but rather that I may know how to 
be tactful in a few of my co- 
workers in their Christian experience. 4 

There are several who are drifting awa 
from the Lord and getting out into worldly 
pleasures, such as dances, theaters, and so 
on. I do not want to be offensive and make 
these young folks think that I feel I am a 
better Christian than they, but I would like 
to know the best way to be helpful to them 
in making them realize how shallow the 
things of the world really are, and how 
much they .are missing by “following afar 
off.” : 


Our blessed Lord is certainly worthy of the 
best kind of service we can give, since he 
has given all for us; and I know that the 
pleasures of the world do not satisfy, though 
they may seem to be enjoyable for a while. 
I shall appreciate any advice you can give so 
that I may know what to do in a situation of 
this kind, for I know from the letters and 


your answers that I have read that you must 


pray about these problems which are pre- 
sented to you. : 
Y DEAR GIRL: The most unsat- 
isfactory and miserable life that one 
can live is the cold-hearted one that goes 
after the world while professing: to love 


the Lord. The “lukewarm” kind spoken | 


of in Revelation God says he will spue 
out of his: mouth (Rev. 3:16). The 


4 fact that you. are eager to help these 


weaker: Christians shows that God is 
using you in the corner where he has 
placed you. You must give a faithful 
testimony for your .Lord, -that those 
around you may know without a doubt 
what your standard is. Don’t be afraid 
to show your colors at all times, for in 
this way you may heip some one who is 
weak and cannot take a stand except 
through the influence of one who is 
strong .and. courageous. . 

Don’t expect to be lar when you 
go. against the desires of those. who are 
not living a separated life., They will 
think you are too particular, and will try 
to influence you to be partially worldly 
and alse serve self; and when you deny 
their requests it will mean condemnation 
for them. You must allow the light 
that is within you to shine forth in denial 
of all that is not of God. 

Also, if you ‘are with a Christian or- 
ganization, you cannot afford to be “in 
the middle of the road,” as it were. You 
must be strong in your attitude against 
all the works of the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil. It is the person with a waver- 
ing faith who does so much harm, many 
times causing watchers to become 
estranged from the truth .and. righteous- 


‘ness which are so much ‘needed today. 


Keep a steady faith in the God who is 
leading you, and fear not as to results, 
for God has: placed you where you can 
show forth his power, and where you 
have an opportunity to attract those who 
are weak, and bring them back to the 
“narrow path.” 

We must not be fearful of offending 
those who are straying from God; we 
need to take our stand’ very decidedly, 
aud tell them about the Lord. Give 
them the passages from the Word of 
God that bear upon such a life, and 
show them that “whatsoever is not of 









faith is sin’’-(Rom. 14:23): Then 
Lord Jesus Christ tells us in Luke 9:23 
that we are t6.deny: ourselves daily,: take: 
up our cross, and follow him. In. Ree 
mans 12:2 we are told, “Be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind.” 
Don't hesitate to bring these pas: 
and others that the Holy Sourit sae 
show you, to the minds of your com- 
rades, and trust his Word to carry con- 
viction. 

It is wonderful that God has placed you 
in a Christian atmosphere, where it 
should be easy to testify for him. Be 


faithful, and use every opportunity to — 


show others the beauty of the 

life. Don’t get discouraged, but be al- 
ways: joyful and strong in the Lord; te 
do his good ‘pleasure. 


raed 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 












Aug. 30. What Does the Bible Say about 
Missions? Matt. 2: 18-20. = 

Sept. 6, Prayer: Jesus’ Teaching and Exam- 
ple. Luke 11: 1-13. (Consecration meeting.}- 

Sept. 13. What Should Our Meetings Accom- 
plish? 2 Pet.. 1: -§-11. 5 

Sept. 20. Our Share in Making Christ Kaown 
to the World. Rom. 1: 14-16. 


Sunday, August 23 
(Gal. 6 : 7-9; John.15 : 1-8} : 





Mon.—Orderliness - (Eccles. 3: 1-8). 

1-9, 18-23). “i 
Wed.—Silent influence (Matt. 13 ey 3 2 
Thurs.—Lesson from a plowman  ( uke | 

" 9: §7-62). PR ey «) 
Fri.—No spiritual discernment (Luke iz: ~ 
; 54-57). : 36 4 
Sat—A new birth (John 3: 1-12). | 











A lesson from animals (Prov. ¢:6-11), — 
What may trees teach us? * 


BIRD alighted at sunset on a boug 
of a pear. tree in Martin Li ‘Ss 
garden. Luther watched and then said: 
“That little bird covers its head with 
wings, and will sleep there, so stil’. and 
fearless, though over it are the infinite 
starry spaces and the great blue deptlis 
of immensity. Yet it fears not: it is 
home. The God that made it; too, is. 
there.” ed 
Coming home from Leipsic in the 
autumn season, he broke forth into won- 

der at the fields of grain. ee Bes Bee 


“How it stands. there,” he said, “erect 


on its beautiful taper stem, and bending 
its beautiful golden head with bread it 
it, —the bread of man sent to him an- 
other year.” « 


We cannot read: our Bibles tnought- 
fully without being impressed with the 
frequency of the illustrations, similes, and 
parables drawn from nature. We saw 
from our -topic: last week -that nature, — 
God’s creation, — reflects him. “It is fit- 
ting, then, taat God’s Word should. draw 
upon his creation for pictures to help us. 
to understand Ged. and his-waysuak ieee 
ing with us. 


In planning for your -meeting this week. 
it may be helpful to assign different forms. 


of nature te a sumber of your 
and ask.each one to bring several Bi 
illustrations that use that particular form. 


tf 

Our Scripture reading used the grape 
vine to illustrate the union.- of-- the» be=- 
liever and Christ, and to show how his 
c. is to flow through us. and bring forth 
ruit. 

A tiny ant brings us a lesson of con- 
secrated industry in’ Proverbs 6: 6-11. 
Although it thas no taskmaster-or ruter, 
yet it labors incessantly to provide food. 
How many-things would we do if: we 
did not have to do them? - : 

b 3 


The Psalmist used a tree as a type 


of a good man, right toward God and 


PEESS oREEeE <P 


Tues.—Influence of the word (Matt. 137° § 
































Lesson for August 23 
<< 


loving his Word. He says, “He shall 
be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall not wither ; 
aud whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” 
(Psa. 1: 3). 

John abe Baptist likened. the Jewish 
legalists to unfruitful trees that were to 
be chopped down (Matt. 3:10), and the 
Lord Jésus illustrated good and evil fruit- 
bearing in the spiritual realm by trees 
in the natural world (Matt. 7: 17-20). 


Even storms and winds have their 
spiritual lessons, as we may see from the 

rable of the two men who built. their 
‘houses, one on.the sand and the other 
on the rock (Matt. 7: 24-27). The ac- 
count. of Christ ‘stilling the: tempest 
(Luke 8: 22-25) brings us the lesson that 
although Satan may sometimes use. the 
‘powers of the air, nevertheless God is the 
absolute sovereign and the ‘winds and} 
waves must obey him. Psalm: 148:8 
speaks of “fire and hail; snow and 
vapours; stotmy wind fulfilling his 
word,” and calls on the elements to 
“praise the Lord.” “He causeth the 
vapours to ascend from the ends of the 
earth ; he maketh lightnings for the rain; 
he bringeth the wind out of his treas- 
uries” (Psa, 135:-7)- 

When Christ cain to Nicodemus about 
the: new. birth, he used the wind. as a 
type of the Holy Spirit, unseen, uncon- 
strolled by the hand of man, yet having 
a definite and powerful influence upon 
the life of man. y 

othe 

And. so- we may.go on to draw. end- 
less. lessons from nature“as found in the 

. There is the: Parable of the 
er where the seed is the Word of 
- (Matt. 43: 3-23); the Parable of the 
Wheat and Tares, that strange mixture 
of believers and’ unbelievers (Matt. 13: 
24-30); the sure results of sowing either 
to the flesh or to the Spirit (Gal. 6:7- 
®); God’s love and care as seen in a 
hen and her chickens (Matt. .23: 37); LS in 
the lilies of the field (Luke 12: 27) ; 
in the insignificant sparrow (Matt. 
29, 30). 


ve 


But we must not lose sight of the fact 
that while God’s Word uses nature to 
help us to understand God, nature in 
herself is not enough to bring us to God. 
We saw this last week. Many who look 
upon nature do not see nature’s God. We 
need the revelation of Christ and of his 
Word to illumine nature’s pages for us. 
Even then it is not sufficient to recognize 
God’s goodness and love, and to admire 
his handiwork. This is good, but we 
need to step beyond a recognition of 

into a whole-hearted acceptance of 
his fullness of. love as manifested in 
Christ, ‘and to yield ourselves completely 
fo his: will for every detail of our lives. 


‘PHILADELPHIA. 





‘With the New Books| 
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The ‘Minister’s Week-Day Challenge. 
By -Edwin H. Byington. (Richard R. 
Smith, Inc.; New York, $2.) The week- 
day is what Dr. Byington calls “the dan- 
ger'szone of the ministry.” Preaching 
and the worship service on Sunday may 
be’ very difficult, but’ the minister's con- 
dict on the other six days of the week 
is fat miore apt to receive adverse criti- 

cism. The fact that what we are speaks 
louder than what we say makes this a 
very timely book for every pastor. It 
was written for students and young men 
beginning their ministry, that its sugges- 
tions. may enable them to learn by experi- 
ence more rapidly and with fewer dicas- 
trous mistakes. But men of long experi- 
ence’ also will do well to read it. Even 
the man in the pew may discover from 
this “Clergyman Composite” what ‘life 
really means to him. The background 
of the book is the author’ Ss Own ministry 
of over forty years in varied pastorates. 
It is indeed a.challenge to every faith- 
ful minister of the Gospel. It is thought- 
provoking, stimulating, and practical. 








Our attention is held as we are led on 
to the ideal, which is not the emergency 
reception of divine power and guidance, 
but a fellowship with Christ, so vital, 
that it is no longer we who live, but 
Christ living in us. 

In. Plain Paths. By Elizabeth Hays. 
(The John C..Winston Co., Philadelphia, 
$1.50:) A--plain path is a great boon 
to a traveler, whether he is going from 
one place to another on this earch, or 
whether -he wishes to go from earth to 
Heaven, from turmoil to peace, or from 
sorrow .to, happiness. This book is.a 
compilation of Bible verses by topics. It 
is not exhaustive, but rather it is a col- 
lection of those verses in which the 
teaching on a certain subject is very 
definite’ and’ clear. Thus it is a quick 


and ready reference in a topical way. 
Each of the. thirty-eight chapters is de- 
voted to a single topic and is divided into 
twelve sections. The first section con- 
sists of but one verse and each succeed- 
ing division is slightly longer, the twelfth 
containing eight or more verses. It is 
arranged in this way so that it may be 
used for graded Bible. readings through 
the twelve grades of the public school. 
The book is also valuable for family 
worship, as it provides ‘a single topic 
for a week’s ‘meditation, with verses on 
that topic that will minister to the needs 
of every member of the family. It is 
also an excellent. book for private devo- 
tional reflection, or for public use in the 
Sunday-school and young people’s society. 
The titles of some of the chapters are: 
“Divine Guidance,” “Life,” “Purity,” 
“Keep the Door of My Lips, ” “Only Be- 
lieve,” “A * “A Firm Foundation,” 
“Prayer,” » Faith,” and “Abide with Me.” 
The author has made no comments on 
the Bible es, but has left the mind 
of the sede ree to be led by their clear 
message “In Plain Paths.” 


Rachel. By Agnes Scott Kent. (Evan: 
gelical Publishers, Toronto, Can., $1.50.) 
Rachel Mendelssohn and Max Kalinsky 
were married by the foremost “Rav” of 
the New York Ghetto, Rabbi Mordecai 
Moses, and.they did not live happily ever 
after. But this was no fault of Rachel’s, 
nor of Max’s either. Humanly speaking it 
was Max’s mother who caused most of 
the trouble. But, in reality, God was 
destroying transitory happiness that he 
might put in its ‘place abiding joy and 
“the peace. that passeth all understand- 
ing.” Because her husband’s mother de- 
manded that so much of his time be 
spent with her, leaving Rachel alone and 
lonely; she sought companionship. with 


‘two elderly Hebrew friends, and through 


them met a young woman missionary to 
the Jews, Violet Hamilton, whe lost no 
time in presenting the claims of Christ 
to the lovely young Jewess. Upon the 
discovery of her friendship with a Chris- 
tian, Rachel’s little apartment home was 
broken up, and she ‘and’ her ‘husband: went 
to livé ‘with: his’ mother. °©Soon after 
this, ‘in spite of her ‘mother-in-law’s vig- 
ilance, she became a confessed Christian, 
and then followed real suffering for her. 
What this: suffering entailed; how she 
lost’ first her’ husband and home, then 
her ‘little son,~Abie; how. through it all 
God was leading her to lean more and 
more upon him, and teaching her to trust 
him. fully; and -how her husband and 
son -were finally restored to her, is told 


‘in this fascinating story by, Agnes Scott 


Kent, herself a missionary to the Jews. 
All the characters in the story are ficti- 
tious composites of real Jewish charac- 
ters ‘known to the author. While. the 
book is fiction’ it has a worth while pur- 
pose which is expressed by~the author 
in her preface thus, “If through the read- 
ing of this story, as the Holy Spirit 
shall empower it, hearts may be stirred 
to a deepened interest in the Jew; if 
the Church of Christ may be aroused 
to a quickened responsibility for Israel’s 
evangelization, — the ministry of ‘Rachel’ 
will be fulfilled.” 


The Geological Ages Hoax. By 
George McCready Price. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.25.) Yench- 
ing is a union mission college in Pe- 
king, financially prosperous through the 
great bequest of Mr. Charles oe 
Hall, intellectually prosperous, 


. of widows with children 
‘to support who thank 
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judges, being affiliated with Harvard 
University, but, as it seems, not spir- 
itually prospering. Professor Barbour, 
who teaches geology, tells us how meager 
is its chapel attendance. When Sherwood 
Eddy comes, all turn out, “but the daily 
chapel attendance is as _ poor,. relatively 
speaking, as Edinburgh or. Columbia 
when I studied there.” Professor Bar- 
bour teaches the conventional evolution, 
“how the record of the rocks is ‘made, 
how evolution has showed itself in the 
millions of years that haye gone, leading 
up to man as an animal.” He ells .us 
that he is teaching these young Chinese 
“to think honestly and to face the con- 
sequences of conclusive thinking.” Per- 
haps if these Chinese students should 
read Professor McCready Price’s books, 
they would soon realize that Profes- 
sor Barbour’s conclusions are not “con- 
elusive,” that they are subject to revision, 
a revision that comes perilously near to 
dissolution, Take, for example, Mr. 
Price’s last broadside, “The Geological 
Ages Hoax.” The record of the rocks 
is seen to be without orderly progression. 
“There are no bottom fossils for the 
world as a whole.” Species characteris- 
tic of the Cambrian and long classed 
as extinct have exactly similar repre- 
sentatives living in our modern oceans 
in comparative abundance. Fossil and 
living kinds occur in very many extensive 
areas above the supposedly later strata. 
Fossils which skip either. one or more 
geological ages run into the’ thousands. 
There is no invariable order. of strata. 
Overthrust and deceptive conformities 
have ruined the whole geological defense 
of evolution. The ice-age theory breaks 
down under the fact that glacial pressure 
would melt any mass of ice above 1,600 
feet. And so on! Does Professor Bar- 
bour display these formidable facts to 
his students? We do not know, but 
those who contribute to the support of 
this mission institution might well insist 
that its science emigrate out of the nine- 
teenth century. Perhaps that would help 
its religious life also. Let the Chinese 
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Shall. the Church Go 
Through the Tribulation? 


A profoundly interesting edi- 
torial in the Special Proph- 
ecy Issue ee August. 


MOODY sxstrrvre MONTHLY 


Worth the price of a year’s 
subscription. 


Order YOUR subscription 
NOW. and take advantage of 
the special offer. 


15 MONTHS FOR $2.00 


MOODY MONTHLY 
150 Institute Place, - - Chicago, Illinois 
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EARN MONEY 


5 360 or more—for 
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omaarves. wonderful money-maker. 
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THIS MAN’S IDEA 





Is Proving a Blessing 
To Folks Who Need 





vy 


By B.B. Geyer 


This is a true story. I 
know this man person- 
ally. I know of the folks 
he has helped. I know 


him for their incomes. I 
know of men who lost 
their jobs but are now 
making more money thar’ ' 
ever before. Yes, Thee 
of literally thousands of * 
folks to whom this man’s ~ 
idea of doing , pases is 
a blessing. 


How Much Do You Need? 


If you need money I. know you will be inter- 
ested in the wonderful ‘opportunity this man 
has to offer you. 

He is President of a large million-dollar manu- 
facturing company. He started a few years 
ago with an idea. It was this. He said, “I 
will share the profits of my business with the 
folks who help me.” His business became 
tremendously successful. And today itis still 
gtowing. Right now he needs 300 men and 
women in all parts of the country. He needs 
someone in your section to help handle in- 
creased business. To everyone who comes 
with him he guarantees a fair, square deal 
and an amazing opportunity to make money 


ne | in pleasant, dignified work. 


Money 





‘will ‘receive complete instructions by 


‘trial. By all means, get the 


el 


Will $40 a Week 
Help You? 


You don’t have. to invest 
any capital. He has taken 
care of that. You Bi 
need any ny rience. 
ba gh the few things } 
to do in simple, i 
language I'll be surprised 
you don’t make $25) to 
5 a pte for a few ere 
your spare time. If you 
want to, you can stay:on 
with. him. proce secnmy. 
Your earnings will be 
proportion to the time oe 
can devote. I know of 
people who make anywhere 


$40 to $100 in a week. 


Your income 

ter Can Start At Once _.. 

f inenanly adit you 00. Cll ont snd mall-the 

You don’t obligate yourself or risk pm Ye 

ma ‘ou 

can start right away and have the money you need 

a It will:certainly pay you to give this a 
Seale. Just put your 

name and address on the coupon. Mail it today. 


LARSZASZSSS: 


7“ Mille, Presi 

7785 Moamouth i Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Yes, I want to make money. Without cost or obligation, 
send me full poy of of the wonderful opportunity now 
open in my 
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The Bible Expositor 


and Illuminator 


The ‘Bible Expositor and . Illumina- 
tor’’ following the Int. Uniform S. S. Les- 
son Topics, is undoubtedly the fullest and 
most outstanding Quarterly published. 160 
pages. It is strictly sound in doctrine 
‘undamentally. 


Price: Single copy, 30c. 
Per Year, $1.00 


If unsatisfactory after 30 days trial, 
money will be refunded on receipt of 
Quarterly. Sample Lesson on Application. 


Address : 
UNION 'GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 














$1,000;..; 


Church or Yourself 


$= Take Orders from Members for 
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a 1 .0O 200 pow sheets and ey envelopes, 
each neatly printed with yout 
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for gr. greasy ‘. = and quality. Order a pack- 
age. If jon = t. ag it we will return yous 
mo: ener. 


FUL, WORDS PUBLI 
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EXTRA | seu G, Cards for CHRIST- 
MONEY _ and eile Day Occasions, 
~! with Bible T. Attract pod 
w 'e ttractive s 
EARNED te Texte, Att BO 





ete UNBOXED. Excellent anny 
it, poinvestment necessary. Write for Catalog 
attractive Sale Plans. 
MRS. L. F. PEASE 
260 Laurel St., Dept.T Buffalo, N. Y. 

















[SUPPORT A NATIVE 


Trained native workers may be supported 
on the mission field for from $25 to $150 a year. 
—— deducted from your gifts — on to 
the fiela. 

FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 


NATIVE PREACHER CO., Inc. 
Box T, 281 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 


students “face the consequences” of what 
is daily becoming increasingly obvious, 
viz,, that the evolutionary hypothesis is 
an ‘a priori. philosophical construction, 
superimposed upon the facts of nature, 
but not agreeing with them. 


Sketches from Missionary Life in 
Spain. By Ernest H. Trenchard. (Mar- 
shall, Morgan and Scott, London, two 
shillings, sixpence.) Anything about 
Spain is of interest today, and these 
“Sketches from Missionary Life” have, 
in addition, the interest of vivid and pic- 
turesqué writing. Protestantism in Spain 
is indeed “a little flock” and whole bands 
of lions are going about seeking to de- 
vour it. But better days are coming! 
Here are pictures’ of humble converts 
gathered for the Lord’s Supper in a 
kitchen, the doors (and windows ) being 
closed “for fear of the fanatics.” - They 
are singing “our favorite hymn, a beau- 
tiful Spanish version of ‘Here, O my 
Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here 
faith can touch and handle things un- 
Another picture shows the au- 
thor in prison for speaking at the funerai 
of a Protestant. These prisons of Spain 
are dirty and crowded, providing neither 
food nor bedding, and-if the prisoner has 
no friends he runs a risk of starving. 
Children crowded about Mr. Trenchard’s 
barred window to see the “Protestante” 
in jail, but the Protestant brethren took 
great delight in “proclaiming his crime 
to be no other than one of the Seven 
Works of Mercy named in the Catholic 
catechism, — that of burying the dead. 
These persecutions’ come from the great- 
est in Spanish Catholicism as well as 
from the least. The Bishop of Sala- 
manca visited in wrath the village of 
Soto where Mr. Trenchard had been 
preaching. He was not troubled about 
the faithlessness of his undershepherd 
there. Three daring villagers had peti- 
tioned him to remove their sin-smitten 
pastor. The bishop ‘threatened them 
therefor with legal prosecution and re- 
fused’ to pardon them, even when they 
went down on their knees to him. To 
get a grudging pardon, they had to walk 
to a distant town and prostrate them- 
selves before another priest! Such is 
Spain, and so has she been for centuries! 
This “good bishop” gathered all the 
people of Soto in the public square, de- 
nounced | ‘Trenchard as a “wolf” and “bird 
of prey,” and ordered the young men to 
stone him if he showed his face there 
again. Bishops have the keys of hell, 
and inthis fear the ignorant Spanish 
peasantry are bound. They are easily 
stirred to hostile demonstrations. Trench- 
ard relates how, on one occasion, they 
were led to shout “Death to the Prot- 
estants,” and then, in five minutes, after 
a word of explanation by a Spanish 
Christian villager were cheering with the 
same fervor for the extension of the 
Gospel and of the Word of God. Truly 
as our writer observes,—a scene which 
would have been impossible outside the 
land of Don Quixote! 
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Mon.—Acts 11 : 5-18. A Gospel for All Men. 


Not merely salyation, but also fra- 
ternity. The thoroughly instructed Chris- 
tian Jew knew that the Old Testament 
promised salvation to the Gentiles (Gen. 
3:15; 12:3; Isa. 9: 1, 2; Luke 2: 32, and 
other Scriptures). The grace of God was 
not merely to bring potential salvation 
to all men, but to make of all Christians a 
brotherhood. This was the greatest over- 
throw of caste in history. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Sharannagar Mission, Nawabjanj 
(Gonda), U. P., India; for the deserted 
wives and destitute widows, for the little 
five-year-old girl and the oldest blind man, 
recently saved, and for the orphan boys 
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in its care; for provision for a furlough 
for Miss Esther B. Harvey, in charge, 
who has been six years on the field. 


Tues.—Acts 10: 9-16. Peter’s Vision. 


Heaven is doing its utmost in the di- 
vine achievement of getting the Gospel 
to the Gentiles. Philip had«gone as tar 
as Czsarea, where Cornelius lived. So 
had Saul, en route to Tarsus. Angels 
and the Spirit are being used as messen- 
gers. Now Peter is the instrument for 
God’s grand finale, and it takes‘a vision 
to prepare him. God uses the dinner de- 
lay to make a hungry apostle’s housetop 
nap furnish a revealing dream. A modern 
lesson of the sheet for us is that the Cau- 
casian race has no monopoly on Spirit-in- 
dwelling and cleansing. God can and is 
marvelously using the indigénous Church 
today. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Field 
Superintendent Charles H. Billington, of 
the Telugu Village Mission, India, at 
Makhtal, Deccan, via Krishna, G. q. Ps 
India (H. A. Barton, 473 Greene Ave., 
Brooklyn, N. Y., American representa- 
tive); for the more than eleven hundred 
villages under the care of this mission. 


Wed.—Acts 10 : 24-33. The Responsive Heart. 


God reveals himself to honest seekers. 
Coming as a pagan to the Holy Land, 
Cornelius takes all the light he can get. 
The Roman proselyte gets a Gospel-re- 
vealing visit from an apostle. Cornelius 
was not in a state of grace before Peter’s 
visit (11:14), but he was seeking (v. 
33). It was fitting that such a worthy 
representative of mighty Rome should be 
the Gentile first fruits. Peter in his 
analysis of the centurion’s character was 
only considering the present instance. He 
was a good man, but 


While the lamp holds out to burn 
The vilest sinner may return. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Pilgrims’ Mission of India at Benares 
(Mrs. Madge H. Graves, Box 474, Los 
Angeles, Cal., American address); for 
Mr. Norton, "in charge, Pastor Navitt, 
and others, whose lives have been threat- 
ened tn these tumultuous days, over there, 
that they may be kept safe. 


Thurs.—Acts 10: 34-48. Gentiles Received. 


Peter was surely not surprised at the 
outpouring of the Holy Ghost on that 
large Gentile gathering. He had had the 
vision. He had the keys, too (Matt. .16: 
19). But he had taken the precaution 
to take with him. six Jewish witnesses 
(Acts 11:12), himself making the per- 
fect number seven. They indeed were 
astonished (v. 45), but convinced, for 
they. did not, when challenged, forbid 
baptism for Gentiles (v.47). Are we 
praying now for a world-wide Gentile 
baptism to complete the Bride of Christ, 
that his return may be hastened? (15: 
14. See Scofield Reference Bible.) 

Pra¥YER Suacestions: Pray for the 
Ramabai Mukti .Mission (American 
Council, 260 West Forty-fourth St:; New 
York); for open doors for Miss Reed 
on furlough in America; for the new 
woman physician, Dr. ‘Sigrid A. Esbern; 










for the wee baby girl, rescued froy 


sertion and exposure, whose life 4 “yoas: 


saved by Dr. Esbern; for the “en 
all needs. 


Fri.—Psalm 72 : 1-10. . 
The Universal Kitt 


The character of the universal king 
is described in ve ses 2-7. The oppresst 
is in evidence now, in political boss, in 
unjust judge, in ungenerous employer, in 
ruthless agitator. He shall have to an- - 
swer for his oppression, as the King re- 
turns whose right it is to reign (v. 1), 
to end the régime of world-wide unright- 
eousness, The Sermon on the Mount will 
be the Constitution of this Kingdom. Its 
reach is suggested in verses 8-11, from 
Britain to Arabia. Our Lord was the’ 
single, grain of wheat (John 12: 24); his 
kirtsmen in the flesh, restored Israel, ‘will 
the extenders of the kingdom over 
the 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Evangelical Society in Ausiria, Pastor 
Max Monaky, General Sceretary (VII — 
62 Urban Loritz — Platz 7, Vienna, Aus- 
tria); for a needed mission and parson- 
age for Rector Trappmann at Innsbruck; 
for God’s blessing on the rented preach- 
ing halls in Vienna, Graz, Goisen, Ling, 
Wees, and Modling, and for all the work. 
Sat.—Romans 10: 11-21. Salvation for All. 


“Salvation is by faith (v. Ir). ... 
Men cannot call on him in whom they 
have not believed, and, to be sure, they 
cannot believe in him of whom they 
never heard. And how can they ever 
hear without a preacher? The sending 
forth of Bibles is not sufficient; Israel 
had them, but did not profit by them. 
The Ethiopian eunuch did not understand 
even the luminous fifty-third of Isaiah 
until the preacher opened the Scripture 
for him (v. 14; Acts 8: 26-40). ... No 
matter how well a man maybe qualified: 
otherwise, if he is not divinely ‘sent’ he 
is a profane intruder (v, 15).”—James M, 
Stifler. 

‘Prayer Sucacestions: Pray for the 
Methodist Mission, Nanchang, Kiangst, 
China; for God’s Spirit to follow up the 
revival there led by Dr. S. C. Sung of 
the Hingna Conference; for the hundreds 
of students eagerly listening, and the 
personal work band of one hdndred; for 
the Rev. William E. Schubert in charge. 


Sun—Isaiah 11:1-5. The Righteous Judge. 


The. first coming of the Judge was to 
judge the Jew; the second will be to 
judge the Gentile. The prophecy here 
implies that the earth will be extraordi- 
narily wicked when he comes — ripe for 
judgment (v. 4). _The evidences that 
this age is a Noah-like period are all 
about us. Yet the preaching that the 
world is getting better is constantly din- 
ned into our ears. The Judge will be 
equipped with the seven gifts of the 
Spirit for perfection of ruling. 


xk Succestions: Pray for Mr. © 


and & William H. Nowack, Miyang, 
Honan, China; for Mr. Nowack’s physi- 
cal well= being : for Spirit-directed meet- 
ings conducted at Yencheng, Sian Ch’eng, 
Singan, Kikungshan, and elsewhere. 
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BE PREPARED 


It is still Summertime‘and many of us dislike even to think about getting busy again. However, | 
time flies quickly, and if you wish to have a successful beginning of a new season, you must be 
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